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INTRODUCTION
«International tourist zone Avaza» is the international commercial project. For the sake of any commercial
project it was necessary to carefully analyze the various risks in order to make this project successful.
Otherwise making the project successful will become a problem. This report discusses in detail the various
aspects that were either not addressed, or addressed in a cursory manner in the design of International
tourist zone Avaza.

THE POLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF TURKMENISTAN - BRIEF
DESCRIPTION
Turkmenistan is a secular democratic state, which proclaimed the sovereignty on October, 27th 1991.
However, the principles written in the Constitution were never implemented. An authoritarian state was
built in Turkmenistan with presence of some institutions of the feudal period. According to Western
political analysts, Turkmenistan became one of the "worst dictatorships in the world." The international
community has adopted a number of Resolutions condemning the dictatorial regime of President
Turkmenbashi, and in August 2005 the UN Special Rapporteur addressed the Committee on human rights
on the situation in the country. Turkmenistan reported to the Committee on the human rights of the UN
in March 2012 and as a part of the periodic review in Geneva in April 2013. From the beginning of the
reign of Turkmenbashi Turkmen authorities began to wage a desperate struggle against dissent in the
country and against progressive intellectuals from among the national minorities. The course was to ban
on the activities of any NGO as a potential heart of dissent. The concept of creating unsuitable conditions
for accommodation of national minorities in Turkmenistan has been developed and implemented as one
of the prime means. During 1993-2003 all schools in Russian, Uzbek and Kazakh languages of tuition in
Turkmenistan were closed, all pre-school and higher education in the languages of tuition of national
minorities were liquidated. In the following the authorities continued to pursue tough policy towards the
assimilation of national minorities and increasingly limited the rights of national minorities to receive
school education in their native language. The Turkmen authorities continue to pursue an aggressive
nationalist policy towards culture, language and religion of national minorities, they have imposed a
prohibition on the public positions occupation for national minorities and on occupation of any posts with
elements of leadership. All these factors have led to the mass migration of national minorities from
Turkmenistan: about 270 thousand Slavs left the country from 360 thousand of them living in
Turkmenistan in 1989, 80 percent of the Kazakh population emigrated to Kazakhstan, almost all Germans,
Jews, Tatars and representatives of other national minorities emigrated. The Turkmen authorities pursue
the aggressive policy in relation to progressive intellectuals too. During the reign of Turkmenbashi
thousands of people were arrested, thrown into prison or were forced to migrate in search of political
asylum.
Advent of G. Berdymukhammedovs' rule contrary to the expectations did not bring into the country liberal
reforms. A small modification of public administration institutions - for example, the abolition of the Khalk
Maslakhaty, the adoption of the new Constitution - did not change the essence of state power in
Turkmenistan. It remains deeply authoritarian and according to reputable international organizations, like
"Reporters without borders", Turkmenistan is on the list of countries with the most serious violations of
human rights and freedom of speech, along with Burma and North Korea. Numerous promises of the
new government to implement significant changes in the country have not yet been implemented. Dissent
is still brutally suppressed. Illegal activity of law enforcement agencies is not restricted by anyone, the
2
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courts continue making findings of guilt. The authorities continue to hard limit the rights of citizens to
freedom of information, to pursue the discriminatory policy towards national minorities. Despite the
demands of the international community the country have not started the registration of nongovernmental organizations, and there is a ban on the activities of independent civil society groups.
Turkmenistan is the only country in Central Asia, which has no regular rail and road passenger transport
with neighbouring countries.

CLIMATE AND SEA IN THE AREA OF INTERNATIONAL TOURIST ZONE
AVAZA

The climate in the area of International Tourist Zone Avaza (hereinafter Avaza) is the subtropical desert
climate. Annual rainfall is 125 mm only, mainly in winter and spring.
•
•
•

Average annual temperature is +15.1 °C
Average annual wind speed is 3.8 m per second
Average annual humidity of the air is 60 %

The middle point geographic coordinates of the area: 39°40′ N 52°52 E (Fig. 1). It should be noted that
many of the major historical and political centers of the Mediterranean located in this latitude: Istanbul,
Athens, Rome and Madrid. Therefore, alternation and the length of day and night in Avaza and in these
3
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centers are the same. There is no climatic data for the actual area of International tourist zone Avaza.
There is the climatic data in different sources, which was obtained at the meteorological station of the
city of Turkmenbashi, located 12 kilometres North - East of the International tourist zone Avaza. Despite
the proximity of the objects, the climate in Avaza is still different from the climate of Turkmenbashi, due
to mitigatory effect of the Caspian sea.
Monthly temperature in Turkmenbashi is i:

Turkmenbashi Climate
Indicator
Jan
Absolute maximum, 20,7
°C
Mean maximum, °C 7,5
Mean temperature, °C 3,3
Mean minimum, °C -0,3
Absolute minimum, °C -21,5
Mean rainfall, mm
12

Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Yearly
22,3 29,0 36,0 40,7 41,9 44,7 42,9 43,5 33,4 28,1 24,7 44,7
8,7
3,9
-0,2
-21,9
13

13,1
707
3,2
-12,6
17

19,9
13,7
8,5
-2,6
16

25,8
19,5
13,6
2,7
9

31,6
25,1
18,9
6,6
3

34,6
28,2
22,2
14,1
2

34,5
28,0
22,0
10,2
5

29,3
22,7
16,7
3,3
5

21,5
15,4
10,0
-2,9
11

14,2
9,3
5,0
-12,1
19

9,1
4,9
1,2
-16,3
13

20,8
15,1
10,1
-21,9
125

As mentioned above the climate in the Avaz has more moderate temperatures, especially during summer.
In 1987-1989 historians of Turkmenbashi (Y. Vinnick et al.) did the simultaneous measurement of air
temperature in Avaza and Turkmenbashi. These measurements confirmed that the temperature in Avaza
during the summer is in point of fact lower than in Turkmenbashi. The maximum difference is reached
when the winds are from the western sector. When the winds are from the eastern sector the difference
was not observed. As the result of this work, there was found that in the hot season from June to August
the temperature in Avaza is of 3.7 °C lower than in Turkmenbashi. Therefore, for the area of Avaza average
temperatures can be considered as following: June – 21,4 °C, July – 24,5 °C and August – 24,3 °C. This
points to the fact that summer in Avaza, when the average temperature is above 20 °C, begins in June and
lasts until about the middle of September. The annual rainfall does not exceed 125 mm. The most humid
months are March and April.
The West coast of Avaza is washed by the Caspian sea. The Caspian sea is a closed basin, and is divided by
convention by the depths into three parts: norther part - to the North from the line of the Chechen island
- cape Tyub-Karagan (in the North-West of the Mangyshlak peninsula); medium part - to the line of the
island Zhiloy - cape Kuuli and, finally, the southern part. The latter is separated from the middle part by
the underwater sill with a depth of about 180 m, which is a continuation of the Main ridge of the Caucasus
mountains. Northern part of the sea is the most shallow and has an average depth of about 4 m and
maximum depth of almost 25 meters. The middle part has the depth of 170 m and 790 m accordingly,
southern part has the depth of 334 m and more than 1000 meters accordingly. The average depth of the
entire Caspian sea is 180 m, and the total volume of water in it is about 77 thousand cubic kilometers ii.
The Northern part of the Caspian sea is covered with a thick ice from December to March due to the very
low temperatures and low salinity.
The sea is characterized by intense commotion. The waves of the Caspian sea are large in size and almost
equal to the black sea waves, only slightly shorter and therefore more abrupt. There are waves of 80 m
length and of four to six metres height in the open sea between Baku and Krasnovodsk iii. The number of
stormy days of the year is more than 260, and based on this indicator the Caspian sea is one of the most
stormy in the world.
4
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The temperature of surface waters in the warmer months is the same everywhere (about 20-28°C), that
is five times higher than at a depth of 150-200 meters. When the cold season begins, the temperature of
the surface waters is reduced and during the known period is equal to 5-6°C above zero. The same (5-6°)
is the temperature of near-bottom and deep waters (deeper than 150-200 m) of the Caspian sea and is
virtually unchanged throughout the year iv. Only in the southern parts of the Caspian sea the temperature
of the surface water does not reduce to 5-6°C even during the winter.
One interesting feature of the Caspian sea is that it is changing its level with sharp drops and rises of
varying duration. The reasons of the level changes are still unknown, but it is assumed that this may be
due to fluctuations in river flow, deformation of the bottom, the inflow of water from under the earth,
climate change. Over the last ten thousand years the level of the Caspian sea, which is located below sea
level, varied in the range from minus 20 to minus 40 meters. Suffice it to say that the sea level in the IV-II
centuries BC stood at the level of not higher than minus 36 m, in the VI century it stood on the absolute
level minus 34 m, in the X century - minus 29 m, in the early fourteenth century - minus 19 m, and now it
is around minus 27 m and gradually drops again after a sharp increase and a maximum reached in the mid
90-ies v. There are three coastal terrace on the shores of the Caspian sea, especially on the Eastern
(Mangyshlak), at a height of 26, 16 and 11 m above the modern level of the Caspian sea. They belong to
the last stage of Khvalyn sea, that is to the period of 10 to 20 thousand years ago. On the other hand,
there are reliable reports of submarine terraces at depths of 4, 8, 12 and 16 - 20 m below the modern
level. This points to the fact that in relatively recent geological time the level of the Caspian sea has
experienced significant fluctuations with an amplitude of up to 40 meters. The salinity of the sea in the
area of Avaza is on average about 11 ppm, which is 3 times lower than the salinity of the oceans.
The average water temperature along the coast is important for tourists in Avaza. Similar to air
temperature, there is no data for the area of Avaza. And there is only data for the city of Turkmenbashi in
the sources:

Water temperature (data over 1977-1991)
Indicator
Absolute maximum, °C
Mean temperature, °C
Absolute minimum, °C

Jan
7,9
3,6
-1

Feb
9,5
4,4
-1,1

Mar
15,5
8,9
2,9

Apr
20,6
15,0
6,4

May
24,8
19,2
13,0

June
27,7
22,6
16,5

July
30,8
25,9
17,6

Aug
30,3
25,3
19,4

Sep
29,1
22,5
16,0

Oct
23,5
16,6
5,3

Nov
17,5
10,8
3,2

Dec
13,0
6,1
-0,6

Yearly
30,8
15,1
-1,1

In 1987-1989 historians of Turkmenbashi (Y. Vinnick et al.) did the simultaneous measurement of water
temperature in Avaza and Turkmenbashi. These measurements confirmed that the temperature in Avaza
during the summer is in point of fact much lower than in Turkmenbashi and the difference is about 4°C.
Such a big difference is due to the fact that the measurement of the temperature of the water is held in
Turkmenbashi on the waters of Krasnovodsk Bay, which is very shallow and highly warm in summer.
Therefore, during the summer the following temperature values are correct for the Caspian sea in the
area of Avaza: June – 18,6 °C, July – 21,9 °C and August – 21,3 °C. Therefore, during normal years the
swimming season when the water temperature is above 20 degrees comes only at the end of June. In May
the water temperature often remains as low as 16 °C even if the air temperature is about 26-30 °C. The
reason for such a big difference is in the flow patterns of the Caspian sea (Fig. 2). In the summer the
Northern shallow part is very warm, but at the same time, the deeper South part is still cold due to the
continuous feeding of the masses of cold water from the deep sea to the surface. It causes the main
counterclockwise circular flow of the Caspian sea. This exact flow brings a lot of cold water to the area of
the Caspian sea near Avaza. The flow pattern remains unchanged for a long time, until a strong warming
of the surface of the water column in the southern part of the Caspian sea. Generally that moment comes
5
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only by the end of July - beginning of August. Only in August the water temperature at the Avaza becomes
relatively stable and warm.
Under favorable circumstances the
water can remain warm with
temperatures around 20°C until the end
of September. But the fickle nature of
the Caspian sea can cause a powerful
and unexpected storm even in early
September. Because of the water mixing
the temperature of the surface layer
dramatically reduces to 15 to 17 °C, and
may remain so until almost the end of
September. On average the September
storms repeat 1 time in 3 years. The
swimming season in Avaza is also
stopped due to the quick cooling.
Summarizing we can say that although
there is a hot subtropical climate in
Avaza in general, the swimming season
in bad years may be no longer than 2
months out of the year: July and August.
But these factors were not considered
during development of plans for the
construction of an International tourist
zone Avaza.

SEISMICITY OF THE REGION
The area of the Avaza is an area of seismic activity and extremely high seismic risk. Mountain systems of
Turkmenistan are the part of a relatively young Mediterranean geosynclinal belt. Every year about 3,000
earthquakes of varying intensity are recorded in Turkmenistan and neighboring territories vi. The area of
Avaza is located directly on the seam of the collision of two tectonic plates: the South Caspian and the
Karakum vii. The projection of the seam of the collision of two tectonic plates on a modern map is as follows
(Fig. 3).
This diagram shows that Avaza is located exactly on the seam of the collision of two plates, so it
determines the high seismicity of the region. In the area of Turkmenbashi you can visually observe the
powerful geological cataclysm. There is a ridge of Cenozoic age mountains Kubadag approximately 30 km
long to the North of the Turkmenbashi city, that looks as a sheer cliff, with heights of up to 320 meters
and a slope angle of about 80 degrees. These mountains were formed as the result of a long and dramatic
thrust of the Karakum plate on the South Caspian plate with all its catastrophic consequences, such as
earthquakes, landslides and avalanches.
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Kubadag mountains store many evidence of
these catastrophic events in the form of new and
ancient, almost buried, avalanches. In the
southern part of the Turkmenbashi city you can
see the South Caspian plate, which comes to the
surface in the form of ancient granites and
porphyries of Paleozoic age as the Shagadam
mountains, which heights are up to 200 meters
(Fig. 4).
The photo gives a good view of the steep wall of
the Kubadag mountains, which is light and
represented by sedimentary rocks in the
background, and the dark mountains of
Shagadam in the foreground and middle ground.
To the right is the Muravyev Bay, where the port
of Turkmenbashi is located. As already noted,
Avaza and the Turkmenbashi city is an
outstanding area of seismic activity. And there
are some records. There was one of the
strongest earthquakes on the planet in June of
1895 in the area of Turkmenbashi, which was
included in all textbooks on seismology as the Krasnovodsk earthquake. It was a deep earthquake (the
center was located at a depth of about 60 km) and it was so strong, that the concussions of the soil of
magnitude 2 to 3 were felt in Moscow and St. Petersburg.
Seismic wave went around the world two times and was
recorded by seismic stations in the Old World and the
New. During this earthquake, the earth formations on
the territory adjacent to the epicenter were shifted
vertically by almost 5 meters. About 40 kilometers of
railroad tracks were destroyed and the station and
locomotive depot Uzun-Ada, the starting point of the
TRANS-Caspian railway at that time, were destroyed
completely. The latest research has shown that the
magnitude of the Krasnovodsk earthquake was 8.2 of
the 9 point scale of Richter. And according to this
indicator, this earthquake was one of the three
strongest on the planet along with Tokyo earthquake in
1923 (M=8,3, 200 thousand people died) and Chilean
earthquake in 1960 (M=8,5, 10 thousand dead, 2 million
viii
people were left homeless) . These factors were used during the preparation of maps of seismic zoning
for Turkmenistan (Fig. 5).
On this map the area of the Turkmenbashi city and Avaza was referred to areas of 8-point earthquake on
12 point scale MSK-64. And a possible area of 9-point earthquake is very close to Avaza. These factors
must present the highest quality requirements for the design and construction of facilities in Avaza.
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Unfortunately, the authorities of Turkmenistan have approached this issue in a cursory manner, and the
materials of conducting the necessary technical expertise both on seismic stability projects of the hotel
complexes in Avaza and seismic resistance of completed projects are still missing.

THE HISTORY, THE STRUCTURE OF SETTLEMENT OF THE CITY AND THE
COASTAL ZONE, THE STRUCTURE OF EMPLOYMENT
The national tourist zone "Avaza" is located on the Eastern shore of the Caspian sea, 12 km southwest of
the Turkmenbashi city at the base of a narrow ledge (arrow) of Krasnovodskaya spit ix. Before the opening
of the ferry across the Caspian sea in 1962, which required the construction of a sea channel, which
divided the spit in two, its length was about 45 km. For now the length of the spit is no more than 20 km.
There is the residence of the President of Turkmenistan at spits southern tip from the open sea, and from
the Bay there is a berth hangar for pleasure yachts and boats of the President. The Kizilsu island with the
same named village was formed on the other side of the channel from the remaining part of
Krasnovodskaya spit. For now there is a ship repair facility of the State enterprise "Balkanbalyk", marina
for mooring passenger catamarans "Charlak" and moorings for the small boats belonging to fishermen of
coastal fisheries.
The sea side of the spit, where the presidential palace complex is located, has the most luxurious and
clean beaches. The arrow of Krasnovodskaya spit, as the spit itself, begins at Soymonov bay and is
separated from national tourist zone "Avaza" by the outflow channel of CHP of Turkmenbashi. The outflow
canal geographically cut off the arrow of Krasnovodskaya spit from the sea resort of "Avaza" and became
like its "natural" boundary.
Currently driving in the territory jutting into the sea arrow of Krasnovodskaya spit is closed by roadblock,
which is built up on the bridge across the outflow channel. Thus, currently the national tourist zone
8
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"Avaza" starts on mainland of Abazinskoe seaside near the mouth of the outflow channel and stretches
along the coastline of the open sea to the North for 16 kilometers.
Historically, the neighborhood of the spit and its territory due to the lack of reliable water sources was
used as a temporary settlements of different ethnic origin pastoralists. Fishing took second place in the
life of nomads. In the beginning of the first Millennium ad the tribes of Turkmen-Oghuz has strengthen in
these places, which were uniting in their numerous government entities the ethnic conglomerates of the
peoples of Central Asia and Iran in different periods of its power. In the XVI-XVII it became the area of
refuge for the weakened clans and tribes of the Turkmen. The Ersary tribe predominated among them.
They left the ceremonial monuments in Balkan velayat x. Subsequently, Ersary moved to the East, in the
direction of the Amu Darya, and their place was taken by other tribes. In the early nineteenth century, in
the period of the intensification of Russian-Turkmen contacts, the thin Turkmen tribes Jafarbai, Haji, Shih,
Igdir etc. settled on the Krasnovodskaya spit, which is the part of the Krasnovodsk peninsula xi. They plied
grassland farming, fisheries and even grew vegetables, melons and watermelons. The villages were
located on the territory of modern national tourist zone "Avaza", and to the North and East of it near wells
Avaza, Tarta, Udzhak, Sui, Jafara, Karshi, Kiyanly, Aktyube, Aim, Yayladepe, Shikhkuduk, Karadepe,
Uzunada, etc.
A quite significant fishing village has grown from a small, semi-sedentary village in the middle of 20-30
years of XX century on the current area of national tourist zone "Avaza". As a fishing camp located closest
to the city, the village of Avaza was a kind of centre for the fishing settlements, located, relatively speaking,
journey on Avaza coast from the southern tip of Krasnovodsk to spit Strait Kara-Bogaz-Gol. The village
Avaza operated as a large unit for fish taking-over until the end of 50-ies, and then it gradually turned into
a deserted village, which was forgotten by social services. Its residents worked in the city in state-owned
enterprises, engaged in weaving, the manufacture of woollen coverlets, embroidery, knitting,
construction lung hunting boats, which is called taimun, and wooden fishing boats, which is called kulaz,
kept animals in the yards: goats, sheeps, camels. But they earned living mostly by individual fishing and
hunting waterfowl. They were courageous people, professionally prepared to live by the sea.
In such a way the village Avaza existed until the end of the twentieth century. In the beginning of this
century it was demolished along with plots of the citizens to clear space for the construction of the
National tourist zone. Unique society was irretrievably lost, in actual fact was eliminated. The population
of the village was forcibly relocated to the city, and only a few people remembers them.
Unlike the Krasnovodskaya spit, there are not any direct sources about the existence of the first Turkmen
or other settlements on the Shagadam peninsula, where today sits the Turkmenbashi city. According to
legend, there was a village, the location of which is associated with the now defunct cemetery Balkui in
the mountain range in the North-West of the city. But the Turkmen cemeteries were located in protected
(taboo) areas, that are unrelated to permanent residence, which the nomads could not have by definition.
There are some references from the beginning of the XVII century about the settlements on the territory
of the future Krasnovodsk, but the later European expeditions did not find them.
More accurate information about the settlement of Krasnovodsk is in memoirs, documentary collections,
mapping and archival materials relating to the era of geographical description of the Eastern coast of the
Caspian sea, to the period when the city was founded in 1869 and to the period of the Trans-Caspian
region of the Russian Empire.
Krasnovodsk was granted city rights on March, 9th 1874. The first Wharf seaport was built in 1895, and in
a year later, on October, 15th 1896, there was performed the opening ceremony of the railway station
and trains on the Trans-Caspian railway.
9
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In 1908 Krasnovodsk was a district town with a population of 7,500 people, presented with Russians,
Armenians, Persians, Iranian Azerbaijanis (Kizil-Bashi) and Kazakhs. There were no Turkmen in the city,
except the owner of the caravanserai, the building of which have survived to our days, and it now houses
the Police Department of the Turkmenbashi city.
By the end of the 30-ies the population of Krasnovodsk had about 30 thousand people. In 1989 there
were 63 thousand people. In 2004 there were 73 thousand people. Currently, accurate statistics are not
available, they are contradictory and do not fairly reflect the growth of the urban population. It is believed
that the town has a population of 75 to 100 thousand people xii.
In the first decades of the foundation of the Krasnovodsk city, the population was mainly employed in
jobs in the port and on the railroad, apart from the city administration, employees of banks and private
shipping companies and traders. The people were engaged in fisheries, extracted edible common salt,
developed deposits of construction materials in the vicinity of the city, operated the watermaker, mill, oil
transshipment warehouses in the suburban village Ufra and made the ice at the plant for its manufacture.
In 20-30-ies the importance of marine commercial port grew up and fishing turned into a powerful
industrial sector, which united in its systems not only laborers, but the fishermen on the basis of
cooperation. The fish smoking plant, city power station and a powerful refrigerator came into commission
in the city. Alabaster and limestone plants were reconstructed completely.
In the 40-ies the first process units of the refinery came into commission, which eventually became a
major formative factor in the development of the seaside town.
In the 50-70-ies, the number of specialized construction departments and trusts, which was brought to
life by the tumultuous civil (residential) and industrial construction, greatly increased. The number and
capacity of quarries and factories for the development of building materials and its processing increased
in the vicinity of the city. The fishing industry got the further development. The fish processing plant with
a wide range of products, the division of "Turkmenrybkholodflot", shipyard, ship repair station on the
island Kizylsu and the other structural divisions operated as part of the trust "Turkmenrybprom", which
then was converted into a industrial association. The plant of reinforced concrete products and
woodworking came into commission in 1963. The construction of a CHP, which is the largest power
complex of the city, was completed in 1967. The city had commissioned a factory of consumer goods in
the same period.
All of these enterprises amounted to the industrial core of the economy of the city. They have been
restructured and upgraded in the years of independence of Turkmenistan, but an entirely new industries
in the city's economy were not created then.

PREPARATION OF CONSTRUCTION NATIONAL TOURIST ZONE "AVAZA"
AND THE POLICY OF THE AUTHORITIES
In fairness, it should be noted that the idea of creating a sea resort on Avaza seaside has always concerned
residents of Krasnovodsk and became acute in different years of its history. Another heated discussion on
this occasion occured in the second half of the 80-ies of the last century. It was headed by the newspaper
"Znamya truda" ("Banner of labor") of Krasnovodsk region. Journalist V. Mammadov in the article "Do we
need a giant resort" criticized the idea of building a large resort area on the coast. The majority of citizens
10
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and environmental organizations supported this position. But despite the protests, in the late 80-ies and
early 90-ies there was established a private company - closed Joint stock Company "Kurort-stroy". It briefly
became a pioneer of resort construction on the Turkmen coast of the Caspian sea and in the result of his
work a few dozen cottages were built. A closed Joint stock Company "Kurort-stroy" was closed in 1993,
and its Director A. Kesselman emigrated to Israel.
The first President of Turkmenistan Saparmurat Turkmenbashi, who visited the city on July 26th, 1996,
promised the people of the city, that a new tourist center will grow on the shore of the grey Hazar. This
idea, which appeared in the nation, was handed down to Niyazov's successor, Gurbanguly
Berdimukhamedov.
For the first time the large-scale plans for a radical transformation of Abazinskoe seaside in the National
tourist zone in a practical way were announced by the President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov on May, 12th 2007 in the Turkmenbashi city on the summit of the heads of three
countries - Kazakhstan, Russia and Turkmenistan. The President then proposed the meeting attendees to
participate in future project and reported that Turkmenistan will invest not less than one billion US dollars
in the construction of the free economic tourist area in the first phase of its implementation.
The Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan (CMT) under the chairmanship of Berdimuhamedov considered
the question of the establishment of the free economic zone in Turkmenbashi city on May, 21st 2007. The
project, according to its authors, was to have to support the dynamic development of resort infrastructure
in Primorye and to put to work the tourist potential of ecologically clean Turkmen coast of the Caspian
sea.
Two months later, on July 21st, Berdimuhamedov held a meeting of the CMT, which hosted the
presentation of the National tourist zone, which was the first in Turkmenistan. On the same day, the
Turkmen leader signed the Decree "On the National tourist zone "Avaza". The authorities associated this
event with the strategic plans of development of Turkmenistan for the next decade and maximized it not
only on the Primorye territory, but throughout the whole country. The creation of NTZ "Avaza" was taken
as a reference point in a fundamentally new approach to the realization of the enormous natural and
economic potential of Turkmenistan, including through the inflow of foreign investments in the leisure
industry and tourism and the socio-economic sphere.
In the following days and months this topic was intensively developed by members of the government,
heads of provinces, public organizations and mass media of the country. It was reported that foreign firms
and companies showed a great interest in the new national programme and dozens of projects of
construction of recreational, cultural, social and engineering infrastructure on the Caspian coast in the
zone Avaza had been submitted. It was argued that the construction of ultra-modern sanatoriums,
recreation centers, health centers, hotels, cultural and entertainment centers of world class
unrecognizable would transform Turkmenbashi city and its surroundings. As Berdymukhamedov stressed
in his speeches, soon Avaza would be a genuine resort pearl of the country. In the interpretation of the
event Avaza was given priority in creating the necessary conditions for high-grade life of Turkmenistan,
including modern world level of infrastructure for recreation and tourism. In this regard, as noted by the
President of Turkmenistan, all the plans of development of the industry, of Spa vacation, mass sports
movement, international tourism are of a pronounced social character. Particular attention was drawn to
the unique natural conditions, the mild climate, mineral water resources of Avazinskoe seaside and, of
course, a favorable investment climate and tax policy.
After the information storm on the establishment of the Avaza tourist zone the construction works were
started by the Turkish construction companies "Polimex" (hotel "Khazyna"), "Sahil" (hotel "Vatanchi" and
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wellness center for adults and children "Arzuv" (Fig. 6) and cottage townxiii, "Ichkale" (hotel "Nebitchi").
Almost two years before this, in the Turkmenbashi city itself, the Turkish company "Assists" began the
construction of "Charlak" hotel, and the cultural centre Palace complex "Ruhiet Kosgi" was built.
On September, 29th 2007 at the meeting of the CMT Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov heard a report on the
progress of the project to create NTZ "Avaza" and focused on associated with its implementation
organizational issues.
On October 20, 2007 in the Avaz town, in modern hotel "Serdar", one of its kind at that time, with the
participation of President of Turkmenistan there was held a presentation of development projects NTZ
"Avaza", which would be the future of the international center of tourism and recreation on the Caspian
sea.
A day later, the President signed a Decree granting the Turkmenbashi complex of oil refineries (TCoOR) to
enter into contracts for the construction in Avaza desalinated sea water system at 35 thousand m3 per
day and an artificial channel at the length of seven kilometers. The municipality of the city of
Turkmenbashi was also allowed to sign a contract for the design, reconstruction and construction of a
new water supply and Sewerage in the city of Turkmenbashi and National tourist zone.
On October, 29th of the same year, while
speaking at the meeting of the CMT,
Berdimuhamedov stressed that the project will
have a positive impact on the further
development of international collaboration.
The project would stimulate foreign investment
in the country's economy, would contribute to
its dynamic development, which consequently
would affect the welfare of the people.
On December 3, 2007 the President Gurbanguly
participated in a business forum in hotel
"Sedar", on which was launched a number of
major investment projects of building NTZ
"Avaza". They included a wellness center for
children and adults with 900 seats and gas
turbine power plant with a capacity of 254 MW.
On the same day the President signed executive
order on the allocation of a lease of land to a
number of foreign companies for the
construction of hotels, tennis club, cottage and
yacht club, camping, etc.
On January 7th, 2008, during his working visit in
Balkan velayat, the President of Turkmenistan
circled the construction
zone
NTZ "Avaza". On January, 15th 2008 in Turkmenbashi there was held a meeting of governors of the city
Turkmenbashi and Balkan province, heads of relevant Central agencies of Turkmenistan with
representatives of the Turkish company "Polimex", the German company "Siemens", the Russian
company "Itera" and other foreign firms wishing to invest in the construction of NTZ "Avaza". Foreign
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investors visited Avazinskoe seaside for the purpose of determining the volume of design and survey
works on their plots allotted under long-term leases.
On April, 14th 2008 at the meeting of the CMT, the Turkmen leader gave the floor to the heads of wellknown foreign companies involved in the construction of major facilities of Turkmenistan. Foreign guests
praised the prospects for joint work in the Turkmen market. They emphasized that it has the necessary
conditions for effective partnerships, primarily favorable investment climate. They stated that with the
start of the project the legal framework regulating relations between the state and foreign contractors
were significantly improved. Significant benefits in the field of taxation were provided, and return on
investment was guaranteed. Turkmenistan, according to them, is one of the few countries in the world,
providing its partners with such favorable conditions for work.
On September, 29th 2008 at the meeting of the CMT there was reported that in NTZ "Avaza" the
construction of dozens of large buildings was in progress, including seven resorts and luxurious hotels,
artificial river with a length of 7 kilometers, powerful distiller, as well as engineering and communication
facilities and gas turbine power plants. The President of Turkmenistan said that the project of creation of
a world class seaside resort received broad support in the business community of the world and talked
about proposals on cooperation constantly coming in from abroad.
On October 13th, 2008 the Committee of the National tourist zone "Avaza" was created.
On February, 27th 2009, the President of Turkmenistan brought to the CMTs' notice the preserving of
wonderful nature NTZ "Avaza", with its diverse flora and fauna, for future generations.
On March 4th and 26th, 2009 at meetings of the CMT Berdimuhamedov demanded to exercise permanent
and strict control over the quality and timing of construction of "Avaza".
On May, 15th 2009 in Avaza there was held an opening of the first health resorts NTZ "Avaza" with
participation of the President of Turkmenistan: "Khazyna", "Vatanchi", "Charlak" xiv. On the same day the
presentation of projects of the second phase of the first stage of building NTZ "Avaza" was held. The
decrees on the resolution of the Ministry of trade and foreign economic relations of Turkmenistan on the
construction of a recreation center with 250 seats and the Committee on NTZ "Avaza" on the construction
of a road bridge across the outflow channel of CHP on the way to the presidential residence, planting
roadside zones, the construction of drip irrigation systems, lighting of roads and streets were signed. The
Committee of NTZ "Avaza" acted as the main customer for the design and construction of a sea resort:
range of marine fountains, amphitheater, children's playground with attractions, cafes, parking lots, green
areas, parks with a total area of 63 600 square meters with appropriate technical facilities. The General
contractor for these works was the State concern "Turkmennebitgazgurlushyk" xv. In accordance with the
legislation of Turkmenistan, the President signed a number of orders on the allocation of land for
construction scrap relaxing, upscale hotels, complex "Skiing" xvi.
On September 4th, 2009 a resolution was adopted on planting in Avaza approximately 149 thousand
trees. October 9th, 2009 Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov attended the opening of three new hotels NTZ
"Avaza": "Kurven", "Kuvvat", "Nebitchi" and presentations of new development projects in the tourist
zone.
On April 12, 2010 in NTZ "Avaza" there was held a celebrations with the participation of the President of
Turkmenistan on the occasion of the opening of a new International airport in Turkmenbashi and new
facilities of the NTZ, including a 7 km navigable river with 11 vehicular and pedestrian bridges, and more
than 70 related sports and recreational facilities. Also the celebrations was held on the occasion of the
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commissioning of reverse osmosis seawater desalination capacity of 35 thousand m3/day and gas turbine
power station with a capacity of 254 MW. On the same day the President of Turkmenistan has launched
a new phase of landscaping of NTZ.
On June 1st, 2010, the Turkmen leader took part in the opening two new health centres in NTZ "Avaza",
"Danc" and "Arzuv", and proclaimed the tourist area was now open for relaxation and strengthening of
health of children from around the world. The participants of the III International festival of talented
children "Avaza - the land of friendship" from 20 countries, including the children from Haiti, which was
damaged by the devastating earthquake, have become the first tourists of new centers.
July 9th, 2010. The President of Turkmenistan signed a Decree authorizing the ministries and agencies,
local administrations of the provinces and other organizations to hold an international tender for the
construction of recreation centers, entertainment and other facilities in NTZ "Avaza".
On July 12th, 2010 Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov attended the opening of the new facility seaside resort,
which was a 12-storey building of the TCoOR health resort adult "Arzuv" for 300 seats.
July 14th, 1010. In hotel "Serdar" on the coast of the Caspian sea, the President reviewed the drafts of the
installation of a desalination capacity of 50 thousand m3per day xvii and the water system of the seaside
city Turkmenbashi.
October 8th, 2010 at Avaza with participation of the President there were commissioned leisure facilities,
an amphitheater for public events, Park complex of interactive dancing fountains and multi-jet marine
fountain at 185 metres from the shore.
October 9th, 2010 the President participated in the tree planting in the green stripe of NTZ.
March 9th, 2011 in hotel "Serdar" a presentation of projects of the second phase of the first stage of
development of Avaza was held. The cottages, hotels, holiday centres and sports facilities, road and
engineering infrastructure, large-scale aquarium and Park area were among these projects. The President
gave orders for the construction stadiums, Cycling tracks, race tracks, race tracks, construction of the field
for the game of Golf, etc. in NTZ area. Berdimuhamedov demanded special attention to be brought to the
landscaping of the resort and ensuring a high standard of environmental safety and quality of all
construction work.
On July 12th, 2011 with the participation of the President of Turkmenistan, the Prime Minister of Malaysia
and the Governor of St. Petersburg the opening of the highway from the Airport to Avaza, car racks (RF)
and located in the vicinity of the village of Kiyanly gas refinery and onshore gas terminal (Malaysia) took
place.
On January 25th, 2012 at the Palace Ruhyet of the city Turkmenbashi, the President of Turkmenistan
considered the projects for the further development of the seaside town, the establishment of green
areas of improvement, landscaping, adjacent to new city buildings and the coastal zone.
On April 11th, 2012, the President of Turkmenistan visited at the International airport the new passenger
airliner for Turkmen pilots - "Challenger-870", which was produced by the canadian company
Bombardier". The President stressed that the city Turkmenbashi is intended to become an important
transit point on Intercontinental routes and the air gateway of NTZ "Avaza".
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On May 4th, 2012 the President of Turkmenistan reviewed the draft of the next stage of development of
the seaside resort in NTZ. The Palace of congresses, a water Park with entertainment center and
aquarium, the kart centre to practice mini motor racing, Golf center, super markets, cinema, amusement
Park and other leisure establishments were among them.
On July 7, 2012, a cottage town "Shapak", which was built by order of the Central Bank of Turkmenistan,
was opened, and a little later was opened the hotel "Bereket" by the textile-trade complex of
Turkmenistan. Along with commissioned earlier hotels "Khazyna", "Kerven", "Kuvvat", "Vatanchy",
"Nebitchi", "Serdar", a small but cozy hotel "Avaza", recreation centres "Arzuv" and "Dayanch" the NTZ
"Avaza" was already able to accommodate more than three thousand guests.
In 2013 the hotel capacity of seaside resort doubled. In the Week of Culture, which was held from 24 to
30 of June, about 15 resort
facilities were put into operation. Among them there are 5-star hotels
"Hasyl", "Deňiz"; complexes "Ýürek ýoly", "Şowhun", "Galkynyş", "Aşgabad"; medical and healthimproving complexes for provinces, each for 300 seats: "Ahal", "Balkan", "Daşoguz", "Lebap", "Mary",
parking at 266 seats, etc. The opening on June 29 the yacht club "Ýelken" became the top of the
architectural premier, combining 44 villas and 13 two-storey cottages in its structure on the area of 36.2
hectare.
On October 8, 2013 rest centres "Täjir" with high-rise hotel and cottage town, multidisciplinary superior
recreation center "Berkarar", comfortable hotel "Seýrana" and a flagpole with a height of 100 meters with
a flag 600 square meters were opened.
There are over 30 sites and recreational areas currently in Avaza. Including hotels, resorts and recreationtype complexes. Consolidated, they are designed for simultaneous reception of more than seven
thousand people.
This is a brief chronology of preparation of the Abazinskiy project and its phased implementation. The
cost of the invested funds are currently estimated to be at least three billion xviiiUS dollars. The authorities
plan to complete the construction of the seaside resort in 2020 and hope that then NTZ "Avaza" will be
one of the most popular beach holiday on the entire Eurasian continent.

ACTIONS AND LEGAL ASSESSMENT OF THE ACTIONS OF THE
AUTHORITIES
The land, on which now comes the national tourist zone "Avaza", was far from deserted on the moment
of beginning of the construction of the seaside resort xix. It has long been a fishing village Avaza. In 30-50ies it was a rather large fishing settlement. It had on the basis of the industrial cooperatives the private
docks, fish receiving warehouses, boats, small motor and sailing boats for inshore fishing. In 1956 Holiday
center of Krasnovodsk refinery was opened near the fishing village. Since that time the construction of
the departmental clinics and camps for children has begun . It was attended by all industrial enterprises
and construction organizations of seaside town. Dispensaries served thousands of workers and employees
during the year. During summer vacation tens of thousands of Krasnovodsk students and their peers from
different regions of Turkmenistan rested on monthly vouchers in summer camps xx. In Avaza acted the
capital built summer House of orphans.
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In 70-80-ies suburban construction was widespread in Avaza. This movement, which begun at the
initiative of citizens themselves, soon received legal clearance. The ownership of the land for the cottagers
became permanent by the decision of the city administration, and the owners were included in the
register of taxpayers, as owners of real estate. This garden complex exceeded several times the flow of
tourists of today's NTZ "Avaza" both by the building density and the number of tourists.
In the period of perestroika and the collapse of the USSR, when started early transition to market
relations, colossal holiday complex has played the role of the engine of private enterprise, active
stimulator of private initiative on the coast. At this time, the citizens opened on their own food and
consumer goods shops, discos, bars, cafes, restaurants. Enterprising people are promoted to the masses
hotel service with related services: photostudios, hairdressers, boat trips on outboard boats, etc. xxi
However, the majority of summer visitors to survive at the unemployed and hungry times, lived through
the seasonal renting of summer cottages resting on the sea and growing on their suburban areas
vegetables and fruits. Many owners of country houses lived there all year round. The country houses back
then took the same area as the current NTZ Avaza and consisted of two house complexes, Avaza and Tart,
separated by a vacant lot in the area of today's Northern gateway of artificial channel "AvazaRiver". An active attack on the holiday village with the full support of the state began in 2006. In early
2006 in the month of January began the demolition of all private buildings, situated on the seafront and
within 2 months almost all the buildings were completely demolished (Fig.7):
There were demolished 1764 buildings in total, which
were located at a distance of 5 km in length and 1200
meters in depth. The owners of the buildings have not
been reimbursed the cost of housing and have not been
provided with another living space instead of lost. More
than 500 families lived in a place called "Avaza"
constantly, with no other housing. They were mostly
poor people who do not have housing in the city, his labor
and means gradually over a long period built their homes.
Some owners of summer cottages were warned in
advance of the elimination of their plots with a proposal
to take valuable items and materials. But most owners of
plots and houses were not even informed that their
housing will be demolished. Nevertheless, people were
hoping that the trouble will pass by, because they do not
understand an abrupt transition from supporting
suburban development journey on Avaza seaside to its
complete abolition. In addition, for a significant number
of summer residents these areas have been the only
source of livelihood.
People expressed their disagreement, but in an organized protest movement couldn't have put it - it is
hampered by the repressive actions of the authorities and swift implementation of the plan of demolition
of the cottages. Gardeners are scatterely defended their rights to buildings, which were scrapped. They
defended their whole families and not infrequently in fellowship with neighbors, protecting the entire
blocks of the holiday village Avaz. But what could they do against heavy tracked and wheeled machinery?
Ignoring the protesting crowds, bulldozers demolished in the eyes of the people of their villas, among
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which were fundamentally built two-storey cottages. Construction waste was dumped in a natural
depression and was buried by sand, which was cut from the hills surrounding the holiday village.
Performers of the action on the sweep of the village, who was then conducted their operations, were not
deterred neither old men nor children, vacationing in holiday homes. The owners of them, escaping, ran
out of their houses, hearing in the morning crackle and rattle of roof breaking down.
It is worth to note that the Law provides for the inviolability of the home and property protection of
citizens of Turkmenistan. Thus, article 9 of the Constitution proclaims the inviolability of property and
prohibits the confiscation of their property except property acquired by way prohibited by law, or illegally
left in possession of, and used in the Commission of illegal acts. Also, the same provision is enshrined in
article 26 h.2 from the Law of Turkmenistan "On property" from 01.10. 1993. The Housing Code also
establishes guarantees of the rights of citizens with personal property residential house or apartment.
According to article 136 of the Housing Code "...houses, apartments, located in the personal property of
citizens may not be withdrawn from them, ...the owner may not be deprived of the right to use a dwelling
house, apartment, except for the cases established by law"... The Law provides for expropriation in the
public interest, however, such expropriation is allowed only on a reimbursable basis. In the case of the
demolition of residential structures located in the personal property of citizens. The Housing Code
provides for compensation. So in case of demolition owned citizen homes in connection with the
withdrawal of the land plot for state or public needs of enterprises, institutions and organizations, the
disposal of which is allocated a land plot must move to a new place dwelling house and buildings, and if
you can not migrate to construct the new place residential building structures and devices are not smaller
and equal quality and pass the former owner of the demolished housing in personal property. In the
construction of new homeownership compensation for the demolished houses, structures and devices is
not performed. At the request of a citizen who has the right of private ownership of residential house or
apartment in case of demolition of a residential building, the individual. Family members and other
citizens residing in these homes, apartments, provided by the established norms of the apartment in the
state or public housing stock with payment to the owner of the residential house or apartment, the cost
of the demolished houses or apartments. The owner of the demolished housing is entitled to monetary
compensation to use the materials from the dismantling of these houses, structures and devices at their
discretion. It should also be noted that in article 26 h.1 of the Law "On property" stated... "In case of
disagreement, the owner with the decision on compulsory compensated expropriation of property, it may
not be made until the dispute was resolved by the court". In other words, all disputes about compensation
should be resolved ultimately in court, before the demolition. However, despite these provisions of
domestic laws, the authorities of Turkmenistan have grossly violated during the demolition of private
structures in Avaza not only them, but also international laws. Thus, in accordance with article 17 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ... "no one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful
interference in his personal or family life, to arbitrary or unlawful infringement of the inviolability of his
home...".
Here is how one of the victims describes the demolition of his house: in 1995 I built a holiday home area
of 135 square meters of living space on legally registered in my name plot of land, situated in the village
of "Avaza" the city Turkmenbashi (Krasnovodsk). The house was situated on the shore of the Caspian sea.
In early 2006, coming to a country house, I found a letter stating that the owner of the house, meaning
that I or members of my family attended the house on 15 January 2006 at 4:00 PM. In the morning I left
for work, but at 4:00 hours when I returned home, I found that my house is completely destroyed, and
the household goods inside the house, including furniture and electrical equipment, are under the
destroyed house and unsuitable for further use. I immediately appealed to the administrative authorities
with complaints of unlawful destruction of my home and destroy my property. However, the police told
me that ruined not only my cottage house, but all the houses, located on the Caspian sea coast in the
town of "Avaza". There's also the police warned me, so I'm not complaining, as this is the order of the
President himself - to quickly carry off the face of the earth all the buildings in the town "Avaza".
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In a relatively short time was liberated southern part of the holiday village Avaza. With it the fishing village
of Avaza with their own unique ethnographic populations has sunk into oblivion. Northern part of the
holiday village in the district dispensaries TCOR, seaport, railway and other city departments with their
respective children's holiday camps temporarily remained untouched. But they were doomed to go soon
scrapped.
Suburban development Abazinskoe seashore, to be called "Tart", the events in the South and in the centre
of Avaza then bypassed. It lasted until the end of 2009 - before the start of preparations for the second
stage of the first stage of building NTZ "Avaza".
The demolition of the holiday village made a painful impression on the inhabitants of Turkmenbashi and
caused a chain of moral, psychological and social negative reactions. Compensation to the cottagers cost
of the lost property was out of the question. The authorities have not sought to dialogue with people,
fundamentally preventing any disturbance. Many owners of summer cottages, unable to withstand the
material burden and psychological stress during the period of mass unemployment, thoroughly
undermined their health. On this basis, there have been cases of death from heart attacks and strokes.
The most unprotected among the victims of the arbitrariness of the authorities were pensioners and
elderly breadwinners of the family.
Of course, in the Turkmen legislation there are provisions under which citizens can address the issues
through the courts. Thus, article 97 of the Constitution States that "...the judiciary is to protect the rights
and freedoms of citizens protected by law interests of government and society..."
In accordance with article 241, approx. 1 of the Civil Procedure Code and article 1 of the Law "On appeal
to the court of the actions of state bodies, public associations, bodies of local self-government and officials
who violate constitutional rights and freedoms of citizens" from 06.02.1998, the citizen has the right to
appeal to court with a complaint if it considers that the unlawful actions of the state body and officials
prejudiced his rights.
According to article 241 approx. 2 of the CCP and article 2 of the Law "On appeal to the court of the actions
of state bodies, public associations, bodies of local self-government and officials who violate
constitutional rights and freedoms of citizens" can be appealed in court the actions of state bodies and
officials, as a result of which the citizen is deprived of the possibility to partially or fully exercise their right,
which is granted to him by law or normative act.
Despite this people illegally lost lose their homes and property, which were located in these houses.
Prosecutors, police and court guard not laws, but stand on the side of the authorities who violate these
legitimate rights of the population of Turkmenistan. Especially the local courts which, even without
studying the materials of the case, take out negative for the citizens of the Solution. For example, in the
case of a citizen A. Beglerov, who is a veteran of war and labor, the Turkmenbashi city court ruled that
living with adult children with families are not eligible for a separate living space. Beglerov A. lived with
his family at his home in Avaza, which he built in 1983. As children growing up, he was still attached to
the house for more room, which housed not only his children but also their families. In 2007 the house
was demolished and local authorities provided Beglerov, as a veteran of war and labor, the apartment in
the city Turkmenbashi. However, the area was significantly smaller than the area of his demolished house.
During the year Beglerov had appealed to all law enforcement authorities, to comply with the provisions
of the law, but received their refusals, although legitimate reason to deny him the local authorities were
not. In their refusals local authorities indicated that instead of the house Beglerov received a 4 room flat
and apartments that with a larger area at the disposal of the municipality. Then Beglerov appealed to the
court of the city Turkmenbashi with the statement that his right to receive an equivalent area local
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authorities violated. City court, in particular the judge Mukhamedov G., made a Decision about refusal
in satisfaction of the Beglerov requirements, thereby breaking the law, which in such cases provides the
separate apartments to all lived in the house for the families. Beglerov did not give up and turned in
Balkan regional court and the Supreme court of Turkmenistan, but the decision of the court of first
instance remained in force. Beglerov addressed to competent lawyers who together with veteran
organization appealed to the President of Turkmenistan. After that was initiated by the case again in the
Supreme court, who has been carefully considered the Beglerov application and revised the earlier
decision. As a result, his two sons and daughter with their families received individual apartments.
It should be noted that such a favorable outcome is a rarity in Turkmenistan. In 99 of 100 cases, citizens
who lost their homes in the zone Avaza, so still not received a new house instead of demolished.
With the loss of a small but guaranteed income among families settled a need. Having lost the opportunity
to maintain a more or less tolerable existence, families fell apart. The action provoked a new powerful
wave of immigrants from the city, which has often been repeated, and circles diverge from it until now xxii.
The residents of Turkmenbashi was formed persistent ignorance of the law and the desire to solve their
issues in circumvention of the law. This has stimulated corruption, extortion and bribery unprecedented
in sizes. Suffice it to say that now hiring for a bribe is perceived by citizens as the norm xxiii.
Thus, at the time of initiation Berdimuhamedov ideas about creating the seaside resort of Avaza on May,
12 2007 in hotel "Serdar", built in the reign of Turkmenbashi, on the left side of the hotel really was the
seemingly wild coast. On his right side still was remains of buildings from the dispensary TCOR, a small
hotel "Avaza" and a few private cottages, survivors of the demolition. They disappeared one after the
other in the process of building hotels in the first turn of building NTZ "Avaza": "Khazyna", "Kerven",
"Kuvvat", "Vatanchy", "Nebitchi", "Arzuv" and "Dayanch".
Then came the turn of the holiday village "Tart". Its demolition was initiated by President Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov in the best traditions of its predecessor, it was almost not noticeable, except for
collective complaints, and private citizens in various instances, which were not treated. The Turkmen
leader himself flew over territory of stripping, giving directions to the primary demolition or another
cottage massif. Not only buildings was intended for cleaning, but also the Holy places of burial of coastal
Turkmen along the roads. To hide the cemetery from the eyes of the national leader and to keep them
intact, the graves were covered with bushes and trees, camouflaging cemetery under steppe bushes splitting. This was attended by employees of the municipality, mostly women. They did not want to do
criminal and immoral orders and defended the graves of their ancestors from contamination.
The executives of this action casually destroyed a suburban buildings of Tart. They paid no attention to
the fact that many owners of suburban areas has documents on the private ownership of land, confirmed
by the Executive Committee of the city Council during the coming to power of Niyazov, who for populist
reasons decided to make it in the initial period of his presidency. Gardeners were just drove from their
land. Moreover, they were allowed to take only the furniture and appliances. The taking out of building
materials was strictly prohibited on the basis that in the city there are no available land plots for individual
housing construction xxiv. However, the concrete structures, beams, roofing, doors, Windows, shutters,
lattice fence, metal mesh, brick and stone building-gusa were taken outside of the city. Whole teams of
residents mainly Tashauz oblast (Dashoguz velayat) and Catandica (Bereket) choose materials from the
rubble of the demolished houses and sorted it out and sent on heavy vehicles outside the city. In the city
itself appeared in private yards warehouses sorted by quality and size of the floor boards, sets of door
and window frames, brick and stone-gusa that are in high demand. All this was realized under the roof of
law enforcement agencies or directly from the representatives of these bodies in which yards there were
often kept the material collected in marauding way.
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Of course, none of the authorities had not even thought to compensate for material losses to the owners
of summer cottages.

PUBLIC REACTION AND LEGAL MECHANISMS FOR COMBATING
Public reaction to the elimination of the holiday village Avaz was contradictory. In general, the population
of the city Turkmenbashi passively reacted to this event, giving vacationers to solve our own problems.
Legal mechanisms of resistance were off. Everything was subordinated to the achievement of the strategic
objectives of the state - the creation of the National tourist zone "Avaza" as an innovative model of
economic development of the state. Statements and appeals of the owners of the demolished suburban
areas to the authorities, the courts, law enforcement agencies and the media went in the trash. Theme of
stripping the Avaza was closed and was not publicly discussed. The manifestation of social activity
reviewed by the appropriate oversight services as not loyal to the state with all the ensuing consequences
for activists. After the dissolution of the rally in defense of the city Manager (a representative of the local
Turkmen) during reign of former President Niyazov there were not observed any mass protests in the city.
People were pressed by fear, scented unemployment, which has become a powerful factor in the
suppression of any dissent. The fear of losing their jobs, and with it the source of existence, has made the
people silently obedient. Those who are lucky to work, kept struggling even for meager wages, as any
disagreement with the decision of the authorities, are considered at the level of betrayal.
On the decline of civic engagement of residents of the city Turkmenbashi was affected by a
dramatic change in the ethnic composition of the population. In its composition even then most of the
people there were Turkmen. This was due to going abroad Russian-speaking residents of the city and the
oncoming mass influx of Turkmens from the rural hinterland of the country of cheap labor from persons
of the indigenous nationality. Homeless and without means of subsistence, they accepted any job. The
workers welcomed the idea of creating a seaside resort with hope for a better life. Future of Avaza and
related benefits was presented then, as now, in the bright colors of the Turkmen media outlets. Large
scale construction is promised for a long time paying jobs for impoverished citizens.
Reducing social tension in the city was accompanied in turn and entrepreneurial activity of citizens. The
citizens, who have available funds, who made their business in shuttle trade xxv and in the initial period of
the cooperative movement, invested their money in buying heavy trucks and other construction
equipment, renting it out to professional drivers. It was very lucrative. An example of successful
businessmen who worked in the status of individuals was contagious. Many citizens took bank loans
secured by real estate, purchased transportation, which worked on a contractual basis in foreign
companies in the construction of NTZ "Avaza". By the way, this technique is also actively participated in
the campaign for the demolition of the holiday village Tart. Drivers and mechanics, who came to work
from different places of Turkmenistan, and their employers from local residents Turkmenbashi were not
concerned about the problems of the owners of the demolished buildings.

THE PROSPECTS OF SOLVING ACUTE SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN THE
CONTEXT OF BUILDING NTZ "AVAZA"
The state concept of NTZ "Avaza" closely links its further development with the welfare of the city
Turkmenbashi by increasing well-paid jobs, improve public services, replenish the city's budget tax
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deductions with the objects of the tourism industry, expansion the network of social institutions:
hospitals, schools, kindergartens, housing construction at the expense of public investments and
mortgage loans.
This forecast for the mid- and far-term may have serious reasons. Today, however, it is definitely
possible to speak only about the increase in jobs. Paradoxically, it does not solve, but exacerbates the
social problem in the city's unemployment. The demand of NTZ for workers reaches in different
periods of construction, as it is observed today in the second stage of its development, up to 10
thousand people. The demand for labor resources covered nearly 100 percent at the expense of cheap
labor. Most of them are young workers xxvi from the Northern province of the country - Dashoguz.
They are irresistible competitors for the residents of Turkmenbashi. The monthly wages of
undocumented migrant workers 800-900 manat (280-320$) plus a free one meal, which, however, is
not organized in all Turkmen and foreign construction companies. The salary was half that five years
ago. Relative wage growth prior to the current mark was gradually after arbitrary denomination of
the national currency in January 2009, held at constant prices of food and manufactured goods. Thus,
the absolute wage of hired workers in the construction zone of NTZ "Avaza" remained almost
unchanged.
Working day for laborers is 10-12 hours, working on weekends and holidays, which is paid at a higher
rates, but not significantly. In such circumstances, a more qualified and competent youth of the city
Turkmenbashi don't agree to work and seeking out employment in foreign oil and gas and service
companies operating in the Caspian shelf. However, these company cannot accept all comers. The
independent examination shows that more than 50 percent of the Turkmenbashi youth (among
graduates of secondary schools, the ratio in the first two or three years after graduation, nearly 90
percent) remains unemployed. The solution to this situation is yet to be seen, as the city has no
reserve of free workplaces. Released in the process of employee turnover and on newly discovered
production jobs turned to the subject of the unauthorized purchase.
Existing hotels seaside resort provided about three thousand jobs in total. But there is also a
misalignment in the formation of the staff. Hotel leaders appoint people from the capital and other
provinces, who then surrounds themselves with assistants from among their countrymen. The citizens
can only apply for the position of technical workers: cleaners rooms, dishwashers, cleaners, sweepers,
plumbers, fitters and electricians. Designated administrators, bartenders, tour operators, medical
personnel, trainers, wellness leisure, even the maids are often also bought. The price varies in form
and size. The most common form of bribes is the transmission in "gift" to the employer from newly
hired employees of their first paycheck. However, it has become an unwritten rule and employment
in state enterprises and institutions of the city.
It should be added that in hotels because of the personal characteristics of Turkmen leaders, they
consider the firm entrusted to them as personal property, there is a tense atmosphere, characterized
disrespectful attitude towards subordinates. National phenomenon occurs from top to bottom - on
the hierarchical ladder. All this contributes to the formation of a full hotel groups - people do not stay
long. After one or two seasons, they serve a resignation letter. In such circumstances, women are
especially vulnerable, including indigenous nationality.

21

22

INTERNATIONAL TOURIST ZONE AVAZA: THE CRISIS OF THE CONCEPT

PROSPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY IN THE CONTEXT OF THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE TOURIST ZONE "AVAZA"
The presence of a resort cluster in 12 kilometers from Turkmenbashi assumes the inclusion of a tourist
sector with the appropriate infrastructure in the city's economy, which for a century was the industrial
center of Western Turkmenistan. At the beginning of the construction of NTZ "Avaza" this seaside city
were quickly called a "resort city", and the brand has taken root in media outlets and official documents
of Turkmenistan. At the initial stage of creating the NTZ at the suggestion of Berdimuhamedov there was
planned a construction of a new town on the Krasnovodsk plateau within two to three kilometers North
of Turkmenbashi international airport. Building of the city was planned on the top of the pass on the way
from the airport to the Avaza.
The site was chosen on the whim of the President. The wind rose and the microclimate of the site were
absolutely not taken into account. At the time, there was located the village No. 7 ("Nahalstroi"). The
people, who come to the city to work and settled in it, lived there without a residence permit. This place
was considered to be environmentally harmful. The refinery was located in front of it in the hollow, and
its pipes and torches, which was located at the foot of the plateau, literally fueled the village of harmful
emissions. Summer heat, cold winter drafts and constant dust storms from the steppes made life in the
village unbearable. But people hold onto it, as they had a roof over their head and a small farmstead,
where they kept sheep, cattle, camels and other livestock. There were no plants in the village, as they do
not take root in it.
The fact that this place is not suitable for new mega-city, as it was officially introduced, was quickly
realized by the initiators of its construction, when they started planning the works in 2008. The initiative
of building this place a "resort metropolis" was soft pedaled. After that, the idea of a new city-resort
repeatedly mimicry, until it became a project of redevelopment of suburban urban residential district on
the Krasnovodsk spit, which located 8 kilometers from the city. Decisions were made about the relocation
of material bases of foreign construction companies from the area deeper into the land and building the
comfortable accommodation on their place - luxury high-rises with superior comfort and an improved
layout of apartments.
However, construction firms are still not in a hurry to redeploy their logistical bases. According to
preliminary estimates of independent experts this is due to non-productive investments from each firm
on average between $1,000,000 to $3,000,000, and no one is going to make amends to them.
On February, 26 2014 with the participation of the Turkmen Parliament speaker Nurberdyeva Akdzhi
Tadjievna the ceremony of laying the first phase of the new city-resort was held. Before this, probably to
add weight to the future new "resort town", the President signed a decree on the establishment within
the city of Turkmenbashi the two districts: Avaza and Kenar. Administrative centre of the new district of
"Avaza" became a suburban neighborhood. There was the start of new construction in its Western part.
The first stage included objects with civic and social purposes. This seven buildings were for kindergarten,
school, home, health, municipality, municipal division, fire station and police.
Active construction on a fenced plot is not conducted yet. Perhaps laying the foundation is a raising
campaign of the government, and promised "a new resort" will be built elsewhere.
Thus, in the short term, the so-called "resort city" Turkmenbashi on the Michailovskiy bay is not
considered as such, although called. Nevertheless, it is executed as a Directive on the enforcement of the
architectural appearance of the historic core of the city of Turkmenbashi in accordance with the
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advantages of a seaside resort. Within these indications there was built two 12-storey hotel in the city
Turkmenbashi since the creation of the NTZ: "Charlak" and "Turkmenbashi", the "Ruhyet" Palace for
official receptions and celebrations, the building for state commercial bank - "Turkmenbashi-Bank", a
cascading fountain, a school for 600 pupils and kindergarten for 160 visitors.
From the day Turkmenistan gained independence there was not conducted any housing construction at
the expense of budget allocations and mortgage loans in the city. During this time just four departmental
4-storey residential buildings were built for employees of TCOR - three of 24 apartments and one of 52
apartments. This housing is built, like most objects in the city, investments TCOR, including already built
a new school for 600 pupils and kindergarten for 160 visitors. At the present time TCOR is building three
kindergartens for 360 visitors each and one kindergarten for 160 children. At the same time the workers
are involved in the preparatory work for the construction of 12-storey high-rise of 72 apartments, and
agree on additional housing projects, including the construction of 4-storied building of 40 apartments.
There were attempts to build centralized housing from the city administration, the city municipality of
Turkmenbashi, but they lead, in practice, to nothing. At the end of 2011 the head of the city administration
Chaityev persuaded the private construction company IP "Resul" to start the construction of 4-storey
building of 24 apartment with its own funds. He promised to make the calculations of value with the firm
in 2012 after approval of title lists, which is financing the construction budget. But the house xxvii was not
included in the title lists nor in 2013, nor in 2014. During this time the builders erected a concrete frame,
masonry walls and started decorating. All this time they wanted Chaityev xxviii and then the other leaders
of the municipality of the city Turkmenbashi to pay firm's upfront investment and unpaid construction
work, but to no avail xxix. The construction was suspended in the summer of 2013 and still not resumed.
Currently, in the framework of the first phase of the National programme for socio-economic
development of Turkmenistan for 2011-2015, by order of Department of capital construction (DCC) of
Balkan velayat the construction of two kindergartens for 160 children each and reconstruction of the
secondary school №13 end in suburban aviators settlements and Kenar city Turkmenbashi. In the area of
hotel "Charlak" the construction of a shopping center on the order of individual enterprise IP "Adamant"
is near its end. Large-scale reconstruction of the historical center of the city - the Palace of culture of TCOR
ends by the order of TCOR.
As of the moment in the city reconstructed the two major urban highways - Mahtumkuly Avenue and the
promenade Bahrami Khazar with the construction of bus stops. In these areas there were paved 2-lane
road with a dividing strip and 3-inline traffic routes. The roads at the entrance to the city is being built for
now with the same technical parameters. It is the end (or beginning) of the freeway Farab-Turkmenbashi.
Simultaneously, the reconstruction of the roadway of small "local roads" of seaside town is performed. In
the municipality there are annually documented records of repairs on dozens of such streets, but, in
reality, even where they were made, asphalt lasts no more than half a year. Potholes and pits are all
around. Great damage to the road infrastructure of the city was caused during the construction of new
urban water supply and sewerage systems. Stripping has led to a general deterioration of urban roads,
and their "patching" only exacerbates the situation. Today the roads of "resort city" pose a real threat to
drivers and passengers.
Since 2007, the city held a large work on the translation of analog communication to digital
communication; commissioned a new station type for intercity and long-distance communication; several
hundreds kilometers of fiber optic cable were paved. The network of stations of cellular communication
was widen. Now the city has two operators - domestic "Altyn Asyr" and "MTS". However, accomplished
communicators work rather reflects a vector of time than a direct connection with the construction of
NTZ "Avaza".
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The new airport and modernization of utilities Turkmenbashi became socially significant objects directly
associated with NTZ "Avaza".
The airport has a station capacity of 800 persons per hour and a runway with length of 3.5 km. This allows
it to accommodate modern airplanes of almost any type. However, the ground complex, though it is called
an international airport, is serving mostly domestic flights for now.
Implementation of the project "Design, reconstruction and construction of new water supply and
sewerage in the city Turkmenbashi and NTZ "Avaza" began in November 2007, immediately after the
signing by the President of Turkmenistan order No. 9193, dated 21 October 2007. The Turkish company
Polimex became a general contractor. The project cost more than 133 million euros.
The project combined with the relevant technical subobjects the laying of a water main from the
desalination of sea water in Avaza to the city through the neighborhood on Krasnovodskaya spit and
building a sewer from the town to the fields of filtration with length of more than 11 kilometers. Technical
infrastructure includes tank farms for drinking water in Avaza, the neighborhood and the city xxx, inner city
pipeline routing, suburban station biological wastewater treatment with capacity of 70 000 m3, the local
structures of biological wastewater treatment xxxi with capacity of 10 000 m3 each, water and sewage
pumping stations, modern office building for division of "Turkmenbashiagyzsuv" (Vodokanal). Technical
installations and service pipelines were equipped with computer systems for remote management and
control.
The construction and reconstruction of water supply and sewerage of NTZ "Avaza" and the city
Turkmenbashi was scheduled for completion by October 2009. However, construction was delayed until
2013, but even now constructed under the project facilities have not passed the state quality control.
Now in Avaza, possibly in the same project, is laid a second sewer line to the central biological treatment
plant. The sluggish work for connection of residential areas and industrial enterprises to new water
systems continues in the city. The connection of sources of domestic and industrial wastewater to the
new sewer system is still not started. The sewage still uses the old drain sewer lines. The sewage then got
onto the sewage pumping station and pumped for irrigation fields xxxii. There is a natural depression in the
desert have been adapted for sewage. Now it turned into a stinking lake.
In the light of the decision on the construction of the "new city resort" near NTZ "Avaza" it is unlikely in
the near future to count on a radical socio-economic changes in the "old city resort" - Turkmenbashi.
Striking confirmation of this is the routine city utilities, operating equipment and machinery exhausted
with the amortization period ended long ago. The city has no modern lines, new energy distribution
substations; don't stop the systematic disruption in electricity and water supply. However, there are some
measures, including the replacement of dilapidated equipment xxxiii, but they are palliative in nature.
The city needs a comfortable housing, a modern network of cultural, medical institutions. A corresponding
to the status of a city sports and recreation facilities. They are not built. In the city budget received scanty
means xxxiv, and central funding selectively directed to Avaza. The activity of the private sector, which is
often smoothed by vested interests of the bureaucracy, is small in building of the city. So the official task
to make the architecture of the city of Turkmenbashi features of NTZ "Avaza" is impossible in the
overlooked future. For it requires, as a minimum, the development and approval of the General
development plan of the city, and the creation of a resettlement enormous backup of the housing
stock xxxv, which is also none. To move, or to be exact - to evict, not knowing where, half the population of
the city by force, like settlers of Avaza, will not succeed xxxvi.
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PROSPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT OF TOURIST ZONE "AVAZA" IN THE
CONTEXT OF MODERN TRENDS OF DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE
(PERSONNEL CRISIS, VISA RESTRICTIONS, CORRUPTION)
"Created on ecological coast of the Caspian sea world class resort is a visible result of progressive reforms
deployed on the initiative of President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, which aimed at the prosperity of
the Motherland, the improvement of the welfare of the Turkmen people, a bright symbol of an open
foreign policy, an important aspect of which is the strengthening and development of relations of
friendship, good-neighbourliness and positive cooperation".
There is an official assesment of value of NTZ "Avaza" in foreign policy and the socio-economic sphere of
Turkmenistan made in this parade of cliches, repeated in different variations from day to day in the
Turkmen media. This assessment obliges and, as reported by the biased media, there has been done a lot
in the project "Avaza". Here is another newspaper cliche: "The modern and competitive industry of tourism
and hospitality is intensively formed in our country. The infrastructure of the industry is expanding,
numerous educational, sports, business and entertainment tourism objects is built and commissioned.
Regular participation in the ongoing international industry conferences and exhibitions promotes active
integration of Turkmenistan into the global tourism market. And the advantages of our country are the
national wealth of historical and cultural heritage and the distinctive beauty of nature" xxxvii.
It corresponds to the facts somehow. And, aside from the substantive analysis of the text with the vague
verbiage, not addressed to a specific sea resort of Avaza, and the collective image of the country, the
Turkmen Riviera already provided a grand and brilliant future. But let's not get ahead of ourselves.
Indeed, from the day of beginning the construction of NTZ "Avaza" on the site of a fishing village and
suburban developments of the same name, there were built three dozens of hotels and holiday centers,
technical infrastructure, the navigable xxxviii channel Avaza-river and interactive fountain park with a waterlight show and laser special effects. All through budget and sector financing. From recreational and
entertainment facilities of general availability, including the empty restaurants and cafes along the banks
of an artificial canal, only the yacht club "Yelken" by Turkish company "Polimex" xxxix was built at the
expense of its own investments. Currently there is a new construction of 15 facilities recreational, cultural,
entertainment and business destination in progress. Among them there are five 5-star hotels, gated
complex, two amusement parks, a water park with a recreation center, yacht club, Palace of congresses
and other objects. By 2020 NTZ "Avaza", according to the plan of perspective development of the resort,
will have 60 objects for various purposes.
The construction works continue to be funded by state-owned enterprises, ministries and departments,
regional and local administrations, even Medzhlis - the Parliament of Turkmenistan. This practice, which
opens the scope for corruption and embezzlement xl, places a significant burden on ordinary citizens xli,
prevents solving real social problems in all regions of the country. The city Turkmenbashi is indicative in
this case, which is experiencing an acute shortage of housing, schools, quality health and community
services.
Corruption is one of the factors that weaken the investment attractiveness of NTZ "Avaza". It is no secret
that international tenders and contracts for the construction of facilities of the resort are under the direct
control of the President of Turkmenistan. At all stages of the proposed projects (from application to their
opinion) behind-the-scenes bargaining goes between customers and potential contractors for the right to
win the tender. For obvious reasons, it is impossible to establish the exact amount of backtracking, but it
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impartially indicates a sharp rise in the cost of construction of recreational facilities xlii, which have almost
the same load capacity.
Corruption process permeates the building from top to bottom, covering the areas of recruitment,
staffing, construction building materials, provision of specialized vehicles, machinery, equipment, hotel
furnishings xliii. The construction is based on almost not approved master plans, with endless changes made
in preliminary scheme of which, raising its costs. It is not surprising that foreign experts are sometimes
unable to hide their feelings of displeasure from such state of affairs. However, there are cases softly
failure of entire companies from participating in development xliv of Avaza.
In recent times, there has been received widespread connection in the corrupt system of the country the
schema of inclusion some mediation organizations as the General contractor between the investor and
the real executor of the project construction. There are not only state-owned enterprises and associations
play this role, but also private and individual enterprise (IE) of Turkmenistan, and as a General xlv
subcontractor to foreign construction firms, mainly Turkish. Behind the scenes this form of interaction
with foreign firms allegedly justified by the desire of the authorities to reflect in the official chronicle of
the active involvement of national construction companies in the development of Avaza. But this message
does not stand up to even cursory scrutiny.
General contractors represented by the state legal persons forced general foreign subcontractors to
increase the percentage of builders from the number of indigenous persons, by reducing the number of
skilled foreign workers. Work resources are formed by regions with a surplus of labour and the low living
standards of the mass of the population. In the first place it is the residents of Dashoguz velayat, who
agree agree to any conditions in search of work. Despite the guidance of the Government, the National
centre of trade unions of Turkmenistan on the establishment of numerous construction teams NTZ
"Avaza" primary trade Union organizations, the local general contractors freezes their performance,
referring to the temporary nature of employment of hired workers. Thus, the ordinary turkmen builders
of Avaza automatically fall into the category of one of the most nesesity categories of citizens of
Turkmenistan.
Young workers, who constitute the vast majority of builders in Avaza, come to NTZ with experience gained
on rural construction sites of the province. Almost none of them has special education. They make up this
lack of experience under the supervision of foreign engineers and in communication with the same
workers, as them, only sat a little earlier.
Of course, it is impossible to demand from unskilled workers full compliance with the quality parameters
stated in projects. Raising to the presented construction standards is achieved by the technical control of
the contractor. However, it is not efficient enough. Typically, the posts of supervisors are occupied by
amateurs from among individuals, who is close to the key personnel, or employees of the state security
agencies. This quasi-administrative supervisors, who shifts the responsibilities of technical control they
don't need on the shoulders of foreign experts. In such a manner of construction there are laid for the
future the serious problems of NTZ "Avaza".
One of the significant factors that prevent existing today sanatorium and tourist potential of NTZ "Avaza"
from operating in full force, is an acute need for qualified employees of hotel service. This problem is
manifested by the increased attention of the government, line ministries and agencies. The international
organizations and foreign travel companies provide the substantial assistance in training employees of
hospitality on educational seminars. Among them, the United States Agency for international
development (USAID), the international organization "Junior Achievement Worldwide", an international
company "Sofitel", the investment company of the Republic of Turkey, the international consulting
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company "Promenc Group" and other representatives of the world's tourist business. In Ashgabat a
training centre operates under the State Committee for tourism of Turkmenistan and in the city
Turkmenbashi in a professional school No. 1 the courses in hotel service are open.
Many graduates of these training centers are working as maids, managers, bartenders, waiters in hotels
and leisure centers of Avaza. But their speciality is still not good enough. Their psychological stiffness,
natural complexes, especially the Turkmen girls, is plagued disclosure of individual attractiveness of hotel
employees, which is an important prerequisite to a successful business,.
The insufficient number of persons who speak foreign languages complicates communication with the
staff of hotels. A new generation of Turkmen almost lost conversational Russian language skills. This fact
is not taken into account that the main stream of tourists, if it will emerge in the near future, will come
from Russia and the Commonwealth States, the nearest neighbors to the Turkmenistan. It is unlikely that
tourists from the developed West, spoiled by resorts with recognized brands, and not from browning
developed tourist area of East, rush to the Caspian sea, in the Avaza, galloping with each other.
The Achilles pet of NTZ "Avaza" is visa restrictions associated with their long execution and rules of stay
of tourists in the country, prohibiting them to choose domestic routes.
The work of the Turkmenbashi international airport also slows down the speedy development of the
tourist area. It currently plays the role of provincial area, serving takeoff and landing only two flights per
day: Ashgabat - Turkmenbashi and back. The rest of the passenger terminal of the airport is in a sleepy
daze.
During summer vacation periods the number of flights is not increased. For this reason, the airport cannot
cope with the influx of passengers. They are forced to use rail transport, taxis and intercity buses. Knowing
from their own experience the hardships of movement on these types of transport xlvi, the majority of
tourists will not repeat the attempts to once again visit a seaside resort.
Only one flight Turkmenbashi - Istanbul is involved on international flights. But its schedule changes
frequently due to insufficient number of passengers. Those wishing to fly to Turkey and other countries
have to travel to Ashgabat on the aircraft or by other transport. Could be an intermediate landing in
Turkmenbashi, including for flights from Ashgabat to Moscow, but no one hurries to do it.
Bright prospects for the development of NTZ "Avaza" reflected to some extent in the rapid pace of its
construction, the economic opportunities of the country and the simple joy the first time to visit her
people, not spoiled by the benefits of modern civilization.
As for its transformation into a world class resort, there is no clear forecast. Currently the Avazinski center
of international tourism is a seaside resort of local importance primarily for the recreation of the
inhabitants of the country mainly in the summer time. Since the establishment of the NTZ only Chilean
tourists visited it, and they were passing through. No one else was present. The members of foreign
delegations participating in numerous international forums of Avaza cannot be considered to be true
foreign tourists. It is also impossible to perceive in this capacity hotel specialists of foreign companies
engaged in building a seaside resort and constantly living in it.
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INDUSTRIAL CONSTRUCTION IN THE 80-IES OF THE LAST CENTURY, AND
ITS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS.
The ecological condition of the area of Avaza is one of the issues, the complexity of which were
underestimated in the long term development and success of expensive commercial project. Industrial
development of the town has formed several major pollutants of air and water spaces in the city
Turkmenbashi and Avaza (Fig. 8):
The industrial complex was formed by the early 80ies of the last century in Krasnovodsk
(Turkmenbashi), which is developed virtually
unchanged in the next decade. Its membership
included the enterprises of transport and
communication, public utilities, construction
companies and heavy objects and light industry.
The transport and communication sector was then
combined with freight and passenger fleets,
railway stations No. 1 and No. 2, with the
locomotive depot in the village Ufra, the enterprise
communications and Krasnovodsk sea port with
ship-repair plant. The civil and construction
industry included housing trust, office landscaping,
enterprise utilities, division of the water utility,
asphalt plant, factory and panel construction,
construction materials
plant,
the
trust
"Turkmenhimstroy", SU "CHP-Stroy", AMR and
other specialized divisions of construction and
installation works. 11 kilometers East of
Krasnovodsk, in Dzhang village, there was located Krasnovodsk macadam-career division (KMC) with
annual capacity of raw materials of 1 000 000 tons. The light industries included factory of goods, training
and production enterprise of CBT and TOG, consumer service establishment and typography. Food
industry is represented by the production association "Turkmenrybprom" as part of the fish facility, the
division "Turkmenrybholodflot" with the shipyard and other production support areas. Heavy industry
and energy of the city included the combined heat and power (CHP), a transit depot in the village of Ufra
and Krasnovodsk refinery, which accounted for more than 90 percent of the total value of products
produced in the city.
Active environmental pollutants in those years were the asphalt plant, career division, ships of the
merchant navy and fishing fleets, fish facility with constant emissions of microparticles of fish meal.
Sickening putrid odor during processing fish waste spreaded, more often at night than during the day, the
whole city, and made the life of Krasnovodsk people a nightmare these days xlvii.
However, the main contaminant remained Krasnovodsk refinery. First one, then the second torch with
primitive gas combustion devices constantly poisoned the atmosphere of the city, which is located near
the factory of the industrial zone. The total emissions amount to about 135,000 tonnes of organized
sources in the year.
A real scourge for Krasnovodsk was introduced in 1959 the sulphonole production unit. The emissions of
components of washing powder caused serious occupational disease not only among employees but also
among residents of the city. From 1982 harmful emissions of particulate matter and gaseous substances
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from the delayed coking unit (UGA-3) were added to them, which was put into operation without proper
filters xlviii.
A vivid example of the management dismissive to nature has been the emergence of the unique
Soymonov bay into a dead fuel oil lake. The Soymonov bay area is about 12 square kilometers. In 43rd
year of the twentieth century, after the launch of the refinery, it started to dump industrial wastewater
enterprise straight here.
It was a forced measure, which was dictated by the war time. However, ecologically criminal practice is
still ongoing. The bay, which were rich in fish and animals and surrounded on two sides by high cliffs marl
and porphyritic mountains, has long been adapted in vulgar sump infecting the entire circumference by
industrial miasma. Every day it is discharged from 120,000 to 200,000 tonnes of discharges in the form of
poorly treated water in the bay. The oil content of the effluent exceeds 10-20 mg/l, the amount of solids
is 50-60 mg/l. The bay receives large amount of surfactants, naphthenic acids, aromatic hydrocarbons at
concentrations exceeding their permissible limits. In an average year it is dumped nearly 150 tons of oil
products, up to 15 tons of naphthenic acids, about 10 tons of aromatic compounds in the bay. Water
measurement, which was conducted in 1991 by the staff of Laboratory for supervision of natural
environment, showed that the maximum allowable concentration in the Soimonov bay exceeded by total
oil of 400 - 430 times, and by phenols of up to 80 times. The bay is the most polluted pond on the coast
of the Caspian sea.
The bottom surface of the bay is literally paved with layers of solidified oil, which buries tons of liquid
fractions. All around is the dead zone. The water in the bay is an aggressive mixture. The surplus is
discharged into a smaller sump under the open sky through the drainage pipes, arranged under the dam
separating the Soimonov bay into two unequal parts.
The highway Turkmenbashi - Avaza paved on top of the dam. On a windy day on the autobahn you can
not drive in the car with the windows open because of the strong fumes with a pungent suffocating odor.
The smell comes from the abundant presence of sulfur compounds from "stinking" group mercaptans in
the water of the bay, as well as a group of different poly-aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). The contents of
the bay seeps into the sea through the soil and the narrow xlix isthmus separating it from the town basin.
On satellite image there are visible flows of toxic water from the Soymonov bay in Krasnovodsk Bay (Fig.
9):
At this point the putrid swamp formed in the
bay at a considerable section, overgrown with
reeds l. All this happens in less than 10
kilometres from National tourist zone "Avaza".
There is another source of air pollution 12
kilometers to the North - the fields of filtration
of sewage. Fields of filtration emit into the air
a huge amount of hydrogen sulfide and
methane - products of decomposition of
organic matter in sewage waters.
Another long-standing source of pollution is
the drainage channel of the Turkmenbashi
CHP li with length of nearly 15 kilometers from
the Soymonov bay to the open sea on the coast
of the seaside resort. Surface-active
substances used in the acid washing of energy (boilers) units is often dumped in the sea together with the
concentrated residues of evaporated sea water lii. Petroleum fractions entering the channel during repairs
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or emergency condition of the equipment liii is often found in the chemical samples of water channel. At
the time of the discharge a continuous carpet of high and slowly soluble foam covers the surface of the
channel. On the right bank at the mouth of the canal the Palace of congresses is now being built, so there
is hope that this problem will be resolved quickly and appropriately.

INDUSTRIAL CONSTRUCTION IN MODERN TIME, AND ITS
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
In the initial period of independence of Turkmenistan the industry of the city Turkmenbashi went through
rough times. The construction of new facilities has halted for a decade. The industry, which was
established in previous socio-political era, worked in tight fiscal and economic framework and had no
significant funds to conduct environmental activities. The new environmental issues was added to old
ones. Another transgression of the Caspian sea negatively influenced on the natural environment. Its
devastating effects, manifested in the flooding of worn-out factory pipelines on the shores of the
Mikhailov bay, caused contamination of Krasnovodsk (Turkmenbashi) gulf and the adjacent land areas.
The ballast water contaminated with residual fuel and lubricants was discharged at that time from ships
without any control, and that increased the degree of pollution of waters.
There was a glut of industrial construction in the late 90-ies. The start was given at refinery plant liv,
which soon was renamed to Turkmenbashi complex of oil refineries. The seawater desalination unit No.
1 came into commission in 1999. The catalytic reforming unit (CCR), the unit of recovery of flare gas, the
unit of the seawater desalination No. 2, steam boiler came into commission in 2000; the complex of
catalytic cracking (MSCC), the complex of production of lubricating oils (butter) lv, polypropylene
production complex lvi, the mixing unit, unit for storage and shipment of liquefied natural gas, the unit of
the seawater desalination No. 3 came into commission in 2001. Gas turbine power plant were built in
2003. The unit for hydrotreatment of diesel fuel came into operation in 2005; in 2008 - the atmospheric
CDU (the power on raw - 2.5 million tons per year), the unit of clean kerosene and alkali removal; in 2009
- terminal storage and shipment of liquefied gases in Kiyanly; in 2012 - the production of polypropylene
bags.
Currently, the TCOR completes the construction of UT-DAG with residue oil deasphalting unit,
CDU AT-7 with capacity of raw materials of 3 million tons; the construction of four units: a) fuel-oil vacuum
distillation, b) alkylation of light olefins, c) gasoline blending and d) isomerization of light gasoline lvii.
The coastal strip on both sides from the town of Turkmenbashi was intensively covered by
industrial facilities lviii.
In 2009-2010 in Turkmenbashi etrap, 11 kilometers East of the city, at the plant and non-metallic building
materials lix three crushing plants with capacity of 1000 million tons each came into commission. Five
kilometers from the town, the asphalt plant with a capacity of 210 tons per hour was erected and a
shipyard on the module assembly of the ships was built.
gas terminal storage and shipment of liquefied gases TCOR and gas producing liquefied natural gas from
natural raw materials were commissioned in 20-30 kilometers far from the city Turkmenbashi in the town
Kiyanly on the shore of the open sea. Together with them plant construction offshore drilling and
production platforms were launched lx. There is ongoing construction of a plant for artificial breeding of
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sturgeon. On April 23, here was the start of large-scale construction of gas chemical complex for the
production of polyethylene (386 thousand tons per year) and polypropylene (81 thousand tons per year).
The industrial zone formed in Kiyanly occupies long length but narrow coastal strip. Industrial cluster is
moving to the South towards NTZ "Avaza". Now a seaside resort is in walking distance from the industrial
complexes of Kiyanly.

POLLUTION OF WATER AND AIR BASINS, THE OVERALL CONDITION OF
THE ECOSYSTEM IN THE AREA OF NTZ "AVAZA" AND ON THE ADJACENT
TERRITORIES
The very construction of tourist area, the legacy of past years and nowadays industrial and construction
glut have a negative impact on the state of the marine environment of the resort and the surrounding
areas. The air pollution from natural and artificial sources of pollution needs to be added, including small
particles such as dust and vehicle emissions, which today, because of the growth in the number of private
cars, go in the first place.
Clearing steppe areas for the construction of the recreation complex and destroying the soil cover
and vegetation of the fixed sands caused frequent sand storms and dust veil over the territory of the
seaside resort lxi. Roads, sidewalks, boardwalks, and other facilities for common use needs to be frequently
cleaned from alluvial sand, forming the dunes in some places. Moving sand mass covers artificial navigable
waterway and marine approaches to it, for which cause there is a dredging machinery constantly working.
The consequences of the desert offence are neutralized by the remediation of soils, making the reed mats,
which stop the sand, and the mass planting of trees. About 300 thousand trees is planted now in Avaza.
They formed wide green belt around the tourist area. Along with thousands of trees planted in parks and
along an artificial canal, they positively affect favorable microclimate in Avaza. But it is not excluded that
the migration of the desert to a unique natural complex of Krasnovodsk spit will continue. And the reason
here is in a strong heating of the exposed coastal site at the present stage. Hot air streams rising in the
coastal strip of new buildings, screen the receipt of moist air from the sea, necessary for the maintenance
of a rich and unique semi-desert steppe vegetation of Krasnovodsk spit. If this process continues, the rate
of migration of sand to the center of Krasnovodsk spit can reach 25 to 30 meters per year. This means
that within a few decades strip of desert reaches a residential neighborhood in the center of Krasnovodsk
spit, and all unique endemic vegetation will be destroyed.
More significant harm to the nature of Avaza was struck by clearing the land for construction.
The remnants of debris from the holiday village was buried on land in natural depressions back then;
bulldozers pushed it to the edge of the shore, and then dumped in the sea. They had to get rid of this stuff
somehow, before the resort facilities came in operation. What can be exported, was exported, while the
rest was left on the shore, covered for the kind with brought sand. In this way an artificial "Golden
beaches" with yellow mainland sand was created, and silver grey stripe of natural biogenic beaches, the
creation of which took a thousands of years, was wiped off the face of the earth.
This happened from pardonable builders misunderstanding of how precious natural beaches are,
for which actually worldwide expensive resort infrastructure is being built, and from the passive stand of
scientists and specialists of the Ministry of nature protection of Turkmenistan, not elevating their voice
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for the protection of the unique natural complex. Mainland sand composed of solid particles of weathered
rock. Under the hot sun and in interaction with sea water it hardens and eventually turns into a monolithic
sandstone. This sand has no fluidity, elasticity, ability to absorb moisture and quickly release it like the
beach sand. It is impossible to comfortably sunbathe and play outdoor games, because you can scratch
the skin or be severely wounded by sand particles sharp as abrasives.
Currently it can be stated that the area of the first stage of development of Avaza, in total of over
750 hectares and a length of 6.5 km, has not almost got any natural beaches. Sand created by mineralized
remains of invertebrates and algae, enriched by magnesium, bromine, iodine, boron, rare earth metals
and other substances, disappeared without a trace. Now it was replaced by the surrogate with no healing
properties.
It is sad that such a practice with certain innovation continues on the second phase of development of
Avaza. The mountain mass were imported from quarries to the beaches (or what's left of them), to align
with the level of the beach areas of hotels and make artificial beaches more presentable. But nothing
good comes out of this venture. Breaking wave washes away the sand from huge stones, opening
underneath the sharp edges of granite blocks. Another drop in the sea level exposes the bottom, covered
with stone fragments. There is no place to set foot between them without hurting the feet.
The giant sump - Soimonov bay and its artificial counterpart in the steppe, the open water sewer
discharges to irrigation fields near the head of the biological treatment plant have negative impact on the
environment in NTZ "Avaza", the city Turkmenbashi and the surrounding area. The stench from these two
sources with harmful vapors depending on wind direction reaches the city Turkmenbashi or seaside
resort. The city dump, located near the highway Airport - Turkmenbashi, makes the contribution to the
negative impact on nature. Along with the pollution it disfigures the adjacent landscape with plastic bags
and other debris fluttering in the wind lxii.
Toxic emissions from plastic production and from production of lubricating oils plant on TCOR with a
Northwest wind freely pass through the tourist zone, bringing there more often at night the air dangerous
to the health. The monitoring conducted by state environmental agencies, from year to year fixes at the
seaside resort and city Turkmenbashi not exceed maximum permissible concentrations of major
pollutants, including: sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, hydrogen sulfide and dust. Perhaps the nature of the
Turkmen coast of the Caspian sea has a special self-cleaning abilities? However, the majority of the
inhabitants of Turkmenbashi, and those of NTZ "Avaza" guests who actually experienced the stench of the
Soymonov bay, the stink of SE "Turkmenbalyk" and noxious odors of TCOR, somehow does not believe in
this. But, the public authorities, despite the obvious facts of trouble with the ecological situation in the
area of Avaza and the city Turkmenbashi, ignore them. But the influence of the main sources of pollution
in the zone Avaza is enormous.
The comfort at the sea are determined not only by the comfort of hotels and sea temperature, but the air
quality. And in this respect the quality of the air in Avaza does not meet generally accepted standards for
recreational areas. And the reason here is in the nature of the winds. In the summer, in June and July,
during the greatest difference in water and land temperature, the breezes are prevailing. These winds
change their direction in a clockwise direction and make a full rotation during the day. Meteorology in
2000 - 2002 in Krasnovodsk national observatory, located in the heart of Krasnovodsk spit and 3 km from
Avaza, during the astroclimate study, given a clear understanding of the direction, strength and time of
action of a wind flow (Fig. 10):
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This scheme suggests that from
midnight until about 9 o'clock in the
morning, when breeze wind directions
moving from the North to the East, the
whole zone Avaza and surrounding
areas are in the sector of harmful
emissions from the main sources of
pollution (Fig. 11).
Hotel administration is constantly
subjected to widespread complaints
from holidaymakers in Avaza. The
reason for complaints is the heavy
suffocating smell in the predawn and
early morning time. Rush of air
pollution in Avaza falls in the time of
North - East direction winds (Fig.10). At
this time, the air in the Avaza is saturated with harmful substances of various spectrum - hydrogen sulfide
and methane from filtration fields of sewage, foul-smelling mercaptane from the Soymonov bay,
polyaromatic hydrocarbons from a refinery, nitrogen oxides and carbon monoxide from CHP.
Breezes start to weaken only in the
second half of August, when the
temperature of the land and the water
start to equalize at night. In September,
when temperatures are fully equal, the
breezes stop at all. But by this time the
water temperature also starts to
decrease and customers start to feel
uncomfortable when bathing in the sea.
But the monitoring conducted by state
environmental agencies, from year to
year fixes at the seaside resort and city
Turkmenbashi not exceed maximum
permissible concentrations of major
pollutants, including: sulfur dioxide,
nitrogen oxides, hydrogen sulfide and
dust. Sources of pollution of
Turkmenbashi gulf and Avasinski
waters, as of the air, are large industrial
facilities in the city of Turkmenbashi lxiii TCOR, CHP, Turkmenbashi international
sea port, State enterprise "Balkanbalyk", Kenar enterprise storage and load petroleum products lxiv, fishing,
tanker and dry cargo fleet.
In recent years, the TCOR taken to implement a number of environmental projects, but they are being
implemented slowly. The lack of effective treatment facilities lxv contributes, as noted above, to the
discharge of harmful substances into the Soimonov bay, which is not a pool, which is isolated from the
sea, land and groundwater. Another environmental problem for TCOR is critical groundwater
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contamination by petroleum products in the industrial area of the enterprise. At one time under contract
with the Irish company "Emerol" there were their industrial extraction and subsequent processing and
producing marketable products. Now, before clearing sites for new construction, the top layer of the oil
and oil products contaminated soil of the industrial zone TCOR is removed and replaced with a foreign
soil. Some experts consider this technology as inappropriate, not only from an environmental point of
view, as, by their calculation, the groundwater gathered "a whole sea"
of petroleum products, but also from the point of fire safety of the company. A huge underground
reservoir saturated with petroleum products and gas, can play the role of giant detonator and lead to a
technological disaster for not only the oil refinery...
The results of monitoring studies of environmental agencies of Turkmenistan and carried out in recent
years with their participation in joint international marine expeditions showed the good condition of the
Turkmen sector of the Caspian sea in general, including Avasinski coast nowaday. The proposed list,
composed from documents available for analysis, reflects the data of laboratory water samples:
I. Salinity: in the range of 10.9 to 12.0 ppm. pH from 8.1 to 9.1. The oxygen is 6-9 mg/l.
II. The analyses of water samples on the East coast in the area of Avaza. The oxides: 1.7 to
3.2 mg/l; ammonium nitrogen 0,06 - 0,14 mg/l; nitrite nitrogen is 0.001 - 0.003 mg/l. Phenol:
0.001 - 0.0015 mg/l. Detergents: 0.03 to 0.07 mg/l. Ferrum is 0.03 to 0.05 mg/l. Cuprum of
0.001 - 0.005 mg/l; zinc: 0.0001 - 0.0005 mg/l; Polonium: 0.0003 - 0.004 mg/l. Nickel 0.001
mg/l. Mercury 0.0001 mg/l. Chlorine 5050 - 5740 mg/l; sulfur 12060 - 13700 mg/l. Suspended
solids of 10 to 20 mg/l.

FORECASTS ASSESSMENT OF THE STATUS AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
TOURIST ZONE "AVAZA". SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS
Future of Avaza is also inextricably linked with the development of the Caspian shelf. If the marine oil and
gas development will be made in an environmentally correct way and the key environmental issues
described in this report will begin to be addressed, the further openness of the state and the abolition of
visa restrictions, then NTZ Avaza will not face big problems with a view to become by 2020 one of the
most popular in the world of international leisure and tourism. Turkmenistan as a state with 25 percent
of the world's gas reserves has strong financial and economic levers to turn a seaside resort in the world
health resort, providing health resort infrastructure in Avaza the maximum attractiveness, and diversity
and wellbeing to the natural complex.
However, for this you will need to change the priorities, putting first ecological security of the region lxvi
and visa availability. Forecasts are not encouraging because of the ever increasing anthropogenic load
journey on Avaza seaside and the lack of progress in democratization of the state as a whole. And while
these issues are overseen by the President and the Fuel and Energy complex, and the Ministry of nature
protection and Turkmen society in general take the position of bystanders, until the country starts liberal
reforms towards democratization, the problems of the National tourist zone will remain. And then, at
best, the resort will be destined to remain forever the leisure centre of local importance, despite the
bright scenery in brochures of tourist industry of the country.
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When planning the construction of the tourist zone Avaza as international commercial project there were
not taken into account all aspects that determine the success of any project. The seismic risk was not
entirely, or maybe was not taken into account at all, it was not taken into consideration that the swimming
season due to climatic and hydrographic features can be no longer than 2 months a year, the evaluations
of critical environmental conditions surrounding areas were not entirely performed. The construction of
an international resort area in clean areas would be optimal, from the point of view of the authors: 60 km
North to the current location in the zone of possible 7-point earthquakes, or South to Okarem, in the area
of a possible 6-point earthquakes (Fig. 12):

In this case, the Turkmen authorities would not have to show unpunished barbarism and demolish
approximately 2,000 private homes. The authors also believe that such large-scale projects should begin
only when the country will be resolved acute social problems - poverty and unemployment. The
authorities, destroying for the construction of Avaza about 2000 houses, has only built 4 houses in the
neighboring city of Turkmenbashi in 20 years of independence, and it has been done at the expense of
the enterprises of the city, but not at the state budget...
Hospitals, kindergartens and schools in the city are not heated, citizens suffer from lack of water, unstable
work, all utilities, including electrical network, come in complete disrepair. Despite this, the government
is spending billions of dollars of budget funds for the construction of tourist area to create the illusion of
a prosperous nation.

2014
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Now informally referred to as Avazinskaya spit

x

For example, Ersary-Baba

xi

These tribes also inhabited Dardzha peninsula, which is adjacent to the Krasnovodskiy peninsula, and Cheleken island

On April 20th, 2011, girls, the members of precinct election commissions, complained at the khiakims' reception on City
Department of Statistics and told that they had to set the number of the population of Turkmenbashi in preparation for the next
election campaign. Statistics gave them 48 thousand people, and when they sent this information in the province, they got it in
the neck. According to them, the population of Turkmenbashi, identified during the preparation of elections, was about 63
thousand people. Before, during Niyazov, known as Turkmenbashi, the Statistics pledged without blushing the number of 100
thousand people. Negative attitude to official statistics remains to this day. When using statistics, it is recommended to take
them from primary sources such as businesses, organizations and institutions. This information also suffers from inaccuracy, but
more or less it reflects the state of Affairs in a particular area of socio-economic development of the economic systems. Data of
population and housing census held in December 2012 is also unknown to a wide range of people in the country. However, there
is no trust to their objectivity too.
xii

xiii Turkish company "Sahil" commenced the erection but then the building was frozen and its territory

transferred to the company

"Polimex" for the construction of the yacht club "Ýelken"
The hotel "Charlak", which is located in the city Turkmenbashi, belongs to the Department of State service of Maritime and
river transport of Turkmenistan
xiv

This is the first time in Avaza, when between a foreign firm (concrete contractor) appears a mediator - the public or private
entity. So that the manufacturer of all work on the construction of the sea geysers company was Birkesen Arab Emirlikleriniň
"Fountains International Trading LLC" (UAE), and not the government company "Turkmenneftegazstroy"

xv

xvi

The project "Skiing" is still not started

xvii

The project is implemented by TCoOR. There is currently undergoing a feasibility study of this project

xviii The figure does not seem

so impressive against the background of revenues from exports of natural gas: only in the 1st quarter
of 2012 revenue for this revenue item amounted to about 4 billion US dollars. It is more than 75% higher than the level of revenues
from gas exports achieved in the same period in 2011. The year 2013 and the beginning of this year characterized by accelerated
revenue growth
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The official propaganda, raising the rating of President Berdimuhamedov, not tired to repeat that Avazinskoe seaside prior to
construction of NTZ was the wild deserted beach

xix

Now children take rest in the children's health resorts of NTZ "Avaza" for 10-day passes, and there is a relatively low percentage
of children from the city Turkmenbashi

xx

xxi This coin had its

reverse side. The remoteness of Avaza from the city, the corruption of decaying law enforcement, easy money
and the criminal authorities created the crime situation in the holiday village. There appeared a large number of gambling houses
and seedy brothels with drugs and prostitutes, trade of stolen goods were flourishing. Carcasses of the cattle stolen from the
steppe were cut up on artisanal slaughterhouses. It was reported that in Chaintown, which a holiday village has become, the
representatives of organized crime, right-wing nationalist communities and Islamic extremists gathered together. Very often
there were cases when persons of a national minority forcibly seized the passports, which then were used in questionable
transactions, and unidentified citizens and the homeless were left as slaves to wealthy Nouveau riche from the local Turkmen.
Former health centers for adults and children, with the exception of TCOR dispensary and House of orphans, had become a source
of enrichment for corrupt officials that have benefited by campers. Due to the lack of efficient public services the village was
immersed in unsanitary conditions and turned into a big garbage dump. It was one of the decisive reasons for the elimination of
social ulcer by the President Turkmenbashi
In 1969 (the century of Krasnovodsk) there were living representatives of 68 nationalities. The city had grown to 63 thousand
people. Of them Russians constituted 47, Turkmen - 16,4, Kazakhs - 11,2, Azerbaijanis - 7, Armenians - 4,8, Ukrainians - 4.5
percent. The Russians have now is in the population of the city by independent monitoring no more than 5 percent, or 3.5
thousand people, if we assume that the city is home to 70 thousand people. While in state structures Turkmenbashi not
represented and no one from this category of citizens

xxii

xxiii For example, to get TCOR to the ordinary position requires 500 to 1000$. The same pattern is in port, the power plant and
other enterprises and institutions of the city. The Department of labor and employment of the population of the city
Turkmenbashi (labour exchange) only covers illegal transaction on employment, without intervening actively and unselfishly in
this process. It should be added that young women, as a rule, exposed to sexual harassment from employers when hiring
xxiv

In Turkmenbashi is still in effect a ban on the issuance of land

xxv

Many of them made a fortune in the drug trade

xxvi

People, who is over 40-45 years old, usually are not employed

Chaityev promised to the owner of the IP "Resul" the additional contract for the construction of three more houses of the
same series
xxvii

In the summer of 2013 Chaityev was dismissed and arrested for fraud. Together with him were dismissed and prosecuted
Deputy Hakim of Balkan province and a number of executives of Balkan velayat UKS
xxviii

Today this fraudulent scheme runs by scams-officials at various levels. Officials entice local businessmen in the sphere of
corruption by promises of profitable orders. If the businessmen start requiring the return of invested funds in this squatter
settlement, they are forced to infinite bribes, or their contracts, if these have been concluded, are simply canceled. In most of
such cases the parties shall agree on the words, which, as the lawyers say, can not be added to the case. A lot of entrepreneurs
suffered from this scheme in Turkmenistan

xxix

Of the 35 thousand cubic meters of desalinated water produced per day Watermaker Avaza, the project provided to send 10
000 m3 to the needs of NTZ "Avaza", 5 000 m3 to neighborhood, 20 000 m3 to the town.
xxx

xxxi

One in the city of Turkmenbashi international airport and one in the village Kenar

The project covered with secrecy, the city administration and the division "Vodokanal" are reluctant to talk about him. It is
unclear - whether working at all "innovative" SPS (sewage pumping station) and a new sewer line, as on the gulf coast, in the
locations of the SPS, the peculiar smell is often felt. It indirectly confirms the signals from the residents of the city of periodic
discharges to the sea

xxxii

xxxiii

The city has already conducted several replacements of the step-down transformer substations with minimal effect

xxxiv

Only TCOR by itself produces more than 25% of the country's products

The territory of Turkmenbashi is approximately 790 hectares. The construction of housing under the new standards will
require significantly more space

xxxv

xxxvi It was showed by long-term protest of residents of railway houses that fall in-band demolition in the construction of the final
section of the transnational road Farab - Turkmenbashi four years ago

37

INTERNATIONAL TOURIST ZONE AVAZA: THE CRISIS OF THE CONCEPT

38

xxxvii From the Berdimuhamedov speech on National Television on August 6, 2013. It should be emphasized that all of it is indirectly

related to Avaza
xxxviii
xxxix

For the riverboats

This is the only foreign object, constructed at the expense of foreign investments on the basis of long-term lease

This is evidenced by criminal prosecution of persons employed in the construction of the seaside resort and even the head of
the chief Directorate of construction of NTZ "Avaza". In the summer of 2013 Emir, the head of the Department NTZ "Avaza", and
a number of his henchmen were prosecuted
xl

The employee representatives of TCOR and international marine port complained that in order to save money, they were
stripped of the payment of premium, climatic factors and other supplements. In addition, an action was held to release the
working pensioners, and the volume of their work is imputed in additional responsibilities for the remaining workers
xli

For comparison: "Charlak" - $12 million; "Nebitchi" - $20.4 million; "Vatan" - $30 million; "Denizchi" $73 million; "Berkarar" $113 million
xlii

In the summer of 2013, during Week of culture held in Avaza and the associated delivery of next series of resort facilities in
operation, the President Berdimuhamedov has forbidden to put into operation 5-star hotel and cottage town "TÄJIR". He
demanded from their contractor - the Union of Industrialists and entrepreneurs of Turkmenistan - to completely replace the
defective marble exterior cladding on all built objects

xliii

The Russian company "Itera", to which at the beginning of the creation of NTZ the land was given, in 2013 refused to make
constructions on this land. Now the hotel of the Ministry of defense of Turkmenistan is being built on this place, probably the
best in Avaza (at the junction of the sea beach and Avaza river)

xliv

xlv Called for on the self-interest to squeeze between the customer and the actual contractor additional link, which is unnecessary
from the point of view of expediency

To purchase a train ticket, you need to stand in the sweltering heat of a long queue at the railway ticket office, often, without
any hope of success. Same with bus service. The trip under the sun in 50-degree weather does not bode well. In the way for
almost 600 kilometers there are no bus stops, and rail cars are often not air-conditioned

xlvi

This production still delights residents and visitors of the city Turkmenbashi, causing coughing and vomiting in humans,
suffering from allergic diseases

xlvii

xlviii
xlix
l

In 1988 it was added by the installation of calcination of petroleum coke

Width of several meters

At the present time in connection with the lowering of the Caspian sea the reeds disappear, exposing ugly picture around

CHP does not produce heat for a long time. This is extremely worn energy facility. It would be more correct to call it not CHP
(combined heat and power), but TPP (thermal power plant)

li

CHP does not produce heat for a long time. This is extremely worn energy facility. It would be more correct to call it not CHP
(combined heat and power), but TPP (thermal power plant)

lii

When the designed capacity was reached, there were two turbines of 200 MW each working on the CHP, and there were three
turbines on the SDPP (State District Power Plant): two of 60 MW and one of 50 MW. Now only two of the turbines in total are
operating below full capacity: one is from CHP, the other is from SDPP. Usually one turbine works, the other is in reserve. In this
regard, the average power of today's CHP is no more than 150 MW
liii

liv

Krasnovodsk refinery

lv Public opinion of the city perceives this production as the most harmful on TCOR. Sickening gas, squeezing the throat, discharged

on the town thievishly in the night. Residents repeatedly applied to various regional and high courts of the country, but nobody
is responding to their signals
The number of skin and respiratory tract diseases of workers of TCOR increased with the opening of this production, however,
departmental medical service hides these facts and does not keep statistics on them
lvi

lvii Since 2007 TCOR is actively introducing innovative technological and engineering systems for environmental protection, a
large-scale project on construction of modern sewage treatment plant, water recycling and upgrading flare units was
implemented. But the fact of coexistence on a geographically limited area Krasnovodsk peninsula huge petrochemical complex
and the city, which only 12 kilometers far from NTZ "Avaza" is, to put it mildly, problematic
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The territory of the Turkmenbashi area of the Khazar state reserve is now in the area of industrial development. The cordon
at 11 km on Karadag was transferred to Kailidag and virtually eliminated
lviii

lix

Former Krasnovodsk career breakstone division - KCBD

All these objects are connected by pipelines with areas of hydrocarbon production on the Caspian shelf. This is only the
beginning of the coastal construction. A number of industrial facilities on the shore, and not only in Kiyanly, but in Okarem and
in other places, will steadily grow in direct proportion to the oil and gas production on the sea. Even now from the bank of Kiyanly
dozens of gas torches, brightly illuminating the night sea are visible
lx

lxi Dust emissions of

construction enterprises in Turkmenbashi do not reach Avaza, because of its remoteness. But their emissions
and dust storms in Avaza equally plagued the residents of the city, which is located in the middle between them. Often the dust
veil weighs over the city for days
When Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov arriving on a working visit in Kiyanly, Kuli-Mayak or Bekdash, the full-scale cleaning of the
highway and road Turkmenbashi-Garabogaz (Bekdash) begins

lxii

There needs to be added oil and gas fields and treatment facilities of Hazar (Cheleken) and gas processing complex in the
village of Kiyanly
lxiii

lxiv There are still buried exposed concrete and earthen basins for the storage of crude oil with a large surface evaporation on the
Kenar tank farm
lxv

As noted above, TCOR began the construction of modern large-scale treatment plants with recycled water

The ecological risks in the Caspian sea are too high. The development of offshore fields in the Caspian sea is in the very
beginning, but there are a lot of problems already. The Caspian sea, for its size, is not the Atlantic ocean, not even the Gulf of
Mexico. The innovative environmental protection technologies, often referred to oil and gas companies and other commercial
entities from many countries, in fact, pursuing their narrow corporate purposes, is not enough for its well-being. There is not
enough of overheated rhetoric of the heads of governments and even the environmental legislation of the Caspian States, of all
countries participating in the development of Caspian hydrocarbon deposits to save the Caspian sea for future generations. Too
many contradictions and undisguised selfishness in pursuing not national, but voluntaristic policy, guided by self-interest and
oligarchic clan groups of the ruling regimes. For them, the Caspian sea and its natural wealth is only a means for enrichment,
which has no end. And owners of firms, including those that are located on the other side of the globe, and the so-called national
leaders of the Caspian region do not care what happens to the Caspian sea. Even if the Caspian sea became a place for disaster,
comparable in scale and consequences of the tragic scenario in the Gulf of Mexico. They do not care less about it now, they want
only to earn out of it or to gratify their political ambitions. To truly ensure the future of the Caspian sea, which plays a huge
importance in climatology, ecosystem and other, not yet disclosed the secrets of the Earth, it is necessary, if we cannot prevent
them altogether, to put exploration and oil and gas production under the control of a special international unit with rights equal
to UN.

lxvi
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